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SHALOM (Hebrew) 
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AVETE (Latin) 

BEN VI SIA (Italian) 
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SEID GEGRUESSET (German) 
ALL HAIL (English) 


“Christ Is Risen! Christ Is Risen Indeed!” 
Alleluia! 
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ROOK Suitable For 


Gift Purposes 


KATHERINE LUTHER OF THE 


WITTENBERG PARSONAGE 


By CLARA LOUISE DENTLER 


Here is an unusual portraiture of the wife of Luther and a 
charming account of Luther’s home life. Taking the role of a regu- 
lar correspondent and welcome visitor in that home, the author gives 
an account vibrant with human interest. 


Illustrated. Cloth. $1.00. 


CONSECRATED LEADERSHIP 


By AMOS JOHN TRAVER 
A basis for a helpful study of some of the primary requisites 
of Christian leadership and of particular qualities which should char- 
acterize a Christian leader. Utilizing a sprightly and illuminating 
pictorial style, the author presents definite standards and also seeks 
to inspire one to strive for them. . 
oung people about to undertake, or already active in, leadership 
responsibilities in a congregation, will profit greatly from reading this 
manual in the way of increased effectiveness and greater personal 
satisfaction in their work. 


Cloth. 75 cents. 


AN EAGLE OF THE WILDERNESS 


By MARGARET R. SEEBACH 


This narrative sketch of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg is no 
ordinary biography, but a weaving together in story form of such 
significant and revealing events in his life as are needed to make 
possible a close and sympathetic acquaintance with one whom Luth- 
erans, old and young, should know. 


Cloth. Illustrated. $1.00. 


SECOND HAND 


By EMMA GERBERDING LIPPARD 


A novel of equal interest both as an entertaining account of 
changing attitudes and a delightful romance, and a vivid and au- 
thentic portrayal of the life of the missionary and of mission work 


in Japan. 
Cloth. 75 cents. 


THE MYSTERY OF JORDAN GREEN 


By MARGARET R. SEEBACH 
An intriguing story revolving in large part about the affairs of 
the twin sons of a minister in straitened circumstances. A work of 
fiction that will have an elevating effect and a strong appeal for 


all ages. 
Cloth. Illustrated. $1.00. 


THE CHRIST WHO IS ALL 


By AMOS JOHN TRAVER 


This inspirational work by a former secretary of the Luther 
League shows in a most convincing manner how the surrender of 
one’s life to Christ provides one with the proper point from which 
to work out toward a sure and happy answer to all of life’s 
problems. 


_ It will prove especially helpful for young people needing to ha 
their faith more strongly established or under the necessity Gi settling 
the question of vocation and adjusting themselves to difficult life 


situations. 
Cloth. 75 cents. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


MILITANT EASTER 


There Is Nothing of Defeat In The Easter 
Greeting of Jesus—‘‘I Salute You.’’ 


Let us share with you the thrill we got when we 
noted the words of Jesus in the French language, Mat- 
thew 28:9, “Je vou salue.” 

What a word that is for our risen Lord to utter: 
“T salute you!” There is nothing of defeatism in that. 
It has a militant ring. When we read it we can hear 
the trumpets calling, feel our blood stir and our pulses 
beat faster. 

There are persons today who regard war as an in- 
strument to develop hardy virtues. Poets, artists and 
historians glorify war. But witnessing the preparations 
among the nations of the world 
for war—certainly there is no 
glory in modern war. There is 
no glory in science making war 
more and more infamous. War 
for agression is organized in- 
sanity. 

The only redeeming feature 
about war is the idealism which 
it evokes. There is something 
praiseworthy in disciplined 
obedience and in the exaltation 
of heroism. There is some- 
thing splendid about a man 
giving himself for a 
There is something glorious in 
a nation forgetting self and 
ease and going forth in sacri- 
ficial devotion in defense of an 
ideal. 

That is one reason a militant 
Easter appeals to us. It gives 
us moral values of war with- 
out war. Jesus meets his 
friends and in words charged 
with encouragement, communi- 
cates them to these friends by 
the salute of a general who has 
the habit of victory. The word that Jesus actually uses, 
as recorded in the original language of Matthew is 


cause, 


(chairete). This word has in it the idea of respectful 
salutation and friendly greeting, plus a reason for 
rejoicing. 


The friends of Jesus are perplexed. They saw their 
captain die on the cross, taken down and buried in a 
garden tomb. They are discouraged. But on the first 
day of the week, at dawn, they come to the sepulchre. 
The stone has been rolled away, the tomb is empty. 


Mass 


Gramstorff Bros., Inc., Malden, 


Fear took hold of them, and they bowed down their faces 
to the earth. Departing quickly from the tomb with the 
message of the angels upon their lips they sought the 
other disciples. Then Jesus meets them with his mili- 
tant salutation, cheering, comforting and inspiring, “I 
salute you!” His first word after saluting them is “Be 
not afraid.” 

The story that follows has militant imperativeness 
in it. Jesus orders his scattered army to be recruited 
and appoints a place where he may continue to prepare 
them for the warfare ahead. 

We; ins Saneli 
Jesus 
authority: “All power is given 
unto me in heaven. and in 
earth,’ then at once issues 
marching orders: “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost; teaching them 
to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you.” 
The plan of campaign has 
the world empire at heart. 
There is no thought of a king- 
dom held against other powers 
by superior physical force, but 
had in mind a heavenly claim, 
a sacred sovereignty of im- 
pulses, thoughts and purposes. 
Not only does this great cap- 
tain of our salvation command 
his people to conquer all na- 
tions but he desires the con- 
quered to enlist in his service. 
Then comes the final word of 
the great leader: “Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” What an inspiration to his followers. 
“T am with you alway,” he says. I will be with you 
when the roads are rough and steep, in loneliness and 
in sorrow. 

I am with you in a warfare of light against dark- 
ness, of truth against error, of love against hate, or un- 
selfishness against selfishness, of faith against unbelief, 
and of God against mammon. 

Thus Easter offers to us a militant idea in warfare 
that shall not cease till Jesus comes again. 


army of fol- 


lowers announces his 


Hofmann 


May We Hear Jesus Say To Us Today—Je Vous Salue 
“TI Salute You!” 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


CONFIRMANDS of the CLASS of 1936—Best Wishes! 


Some Things That Have An Important Place In Christian Living 


During this season of the year we hear of many 
accessions to the Church, the greatest number being 
It has been a 
sad regret in the past that some who have been con- 
firmed have been satisfied with this open acknowledg- 
ment of the Saviour, but have failed, by word and act, 
to remember their covenant vows, and have neglected 
those things that strengthen one’s life in the keeping of 
our confirmation vows and living the Christian life. 

We therefore want to think upon a few things that 
have a place in the development of our Christian life. 

Bible Study—Our Christian life begins through the 
Word, grows by means of the Word, is kept from sin 
by the Word, and is directed through the Word. 

If we are travelling in a strange territory by auto- 
mobile, it is necessary to consult our map or guide quite 
often. Life is a strange new experience to us. We 
hope to arrive at certain goals. We dare not make too 
many serious mistakes. In the Bible we find guidance 
for the journey of life. 

It is not enough to read the Bible. It must be 
studied and thought about seriously, and then apply it 
to our methods of living. 

Some people seek the help of the Bible when they 
are in special meed. Others read and study it daily and 
find help for all their problems of life. That is like 
health. Some people care nothing about knowing the 
laws of health and consult a physician often. Others 
study the matter of diet and exercise and sleep and dis- 
cover they avoid much illness by following out the sug- 
gestions. So as newly confirmed we need to study the 
Word of God as an aid to our spiritual growth. 


from the youth through confirmation. 


Prayer—Through prayer we come to know God 
better. Through prayer a man comes to know himself. 

Prayer has been well described as a dialogue rather 
than a monologue, and time must be given to God to 
speak to us through His Word and by His Spirit. There- 
fore it is essential that as we read and study the Word of 
God, prayer should be a part of our meditations. 

As the great Christian leader Rufus Jones says: 
“Prayer releases energy as certainly as the closing of 
an electric circuit does. It heightens all human capaci- 
ties. It refreshens and quickens life. It unlocks reser- 
voirs of power. It opens invisible doors into new store- 
houses of spiritual force for the person to live by, and, 
as I believe, for others to live by, as well. It is effec- 
tive and operative as surely as are the forces of steam 
and gravitation.” 


Be not afraid to pray; to pray is right; 
Pray as thou canst with hope, but ever pray. 
Though hope be weak or sick with long delay; 
Pray in the darkness, if there be no light. 


—Hartley Coleridge 
Pray without ceasing. Recognize the nearness of a 
loving Heavenly Father, to grant His interest in every 
detail of one’s life, and to take Him into account in 
things large and small—that is ceaseless prayer. 
Worship—‘“Is the upward reach of the soul to God. 


It is the cry of a human soul for personal fellowship 
with God. Christian worship is performed in the name 


of Christ our Saviour. Elements in worship are the 
holy things we receive from God and the things which 
we offer to: Him.”—Blue Prints, Luther League ot 
America. 

Jesus taught us to approach God as a child ap- 
proaches its earthly father. Not sacrifices, nor striking 
one’s forehead on the ground, no mumbling magic words 
gives form to our worship as Christians. Rather we 
are in God’s presence to learn from Him, holding our- 
selves ready for His messages and receiving the sacra- 
ments, through which we are granted the forgiveness of 
our sins. 

Worship is not just for itself, for the enjoyment of 
the worshippers, nor yet for the glorifying of God alone. 
It has a purpose that must not be overlooked, to lead the 
individual worshippers to dedicate themselves more fully 
to unselfish service. 


May every life that touches mine, 
Be it the slightest contact, 
Get therefrom some good 

Some little grace, one kindly 
One aspiration yet unfelt, 

One bit of courage for the darkening sky 

One gleam of faith to brave the thickening ills of life. 


thought, 


Worship should end with the conviction that “God 
is so good to me that I must love Him more and obey 
Him better.” 


The Church services should be regularly attended 
by each of us and within them we shall find the help we 
need to continue to grow in the Christian life. 


May we all prove faithful to our confirmation vows 
and in being faithful unto death Christ has promised to 
us the crown of life. 


TRUE WEALTH 
THE SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH 


There is a lake I know which in the spring shows 
a clean and unbroken sheet of water; but by the end of 
August, the level of the water has so fallen that its sur- 
face is broken all over by sharp points of rock. The 
church is composed of frail, angular folk, but when its 
spiritual level is high, our pride and pugnacity are 
drowned out of sight in deep waters; when the level 
falls, our sharp points and rough edges appear and 
break the peace and the fellowship of the church. Eu- 
odias and Syntyche would not have fallen out at Philip- 
pi, or the Corinthian church have broken apart into 
quarreling cliques, if there had not been a failure of 
spirituality in those churches. 


Controversies in the church are symptoms of a low 
vitality; and when we begin to be at odds with one an- 
other, if we had any spiritual discernment, instead of 
fighting it out, we should begin to pray for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. When men are more eager to make 
their own opinions prevail than they are for the peace 
and fellowship of the church, their trouble is not intoler- 
ance or dogmatism but a deficit of spiritual life—they 
have not had recent contacts with the Holy Spirit. ‘ 

Richard Roberts in “The Spirit of God and the 
Faith of Today,” Willett, Clark & Colby. 
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How Can We Make Our Missionary Meetings More Interesting ? 


(By Hazel E, Nannah, Freedom, Pa.) 


HE people, who get the most out of a program, 

are those who put the most into it. How can we 

get our Leaguers to take as much interest in the 
missionary programs of the League as they take in their 
school or club programs? The answer to this question 
is, By getting them to put as much preparation into the 
missionary programs as they do in their literary pro- 
grams at school or at the club to which they belong. 
The 
Women’s Missionary Headquarters at Philadelphia have 
an abundance of missionary material, stories in pam- 


Let us make use of supplementary literature. 


phlet form, pageants and the like on foreign, home and 
inner missions. One need never run out of material for 
our missionary meetings. Every League should have a 
Missionary Secretary. He should appoint the leader or 
the persons, to take part in the next missionary meet- 
ing, at least four weeks in advance of the meeting. The 
Missionary Secretary should not always be the leader. 
The more Leaguers we can get to take part in the 
meeting, just that many more will be 
missions. 


interested in 


If your League has twenty members, try dividing 
them into four teams of five each, and let each team be 
responsible for three meetings a year. If your League 
has more more members in 
each team or more teams. Let us vary our missionary 
meetings. We know that variety is the spice of life. 
If all our meetings are conducted in the same way, of 
course they are going to become drab and uninteresting, 
but if we plan something different for each meeting, we 
are going to keep our Leaguers on their toes wondering 
what is coming next. 


members, you can have 


Preparation is the main thing. When planning a 
program, try to give as many of the Leaguers some part 
in it as you possibly can. The following will tell you 
how a missionary society had eighty-three people take 
part in a missionary program. 

Ten circle leaders each called on the eight women 
composing her circle to talk enthusiastically about the 
meeting and about some advanced plans for the work. 
Some of these calls were telephone calls. 

Two hostesses went to the church several hours be- 
fore the meeting to see that everything was in readiness 
and to put up some decorations that would be in keeping 
with the program. These two women assisted by 

Two girls in Oriental costume who received and 
welcomed the members at the door. 

One woman, who had an automobile, brought to the 
meeting a visiting missionary and two women from an 
old people’s home. 

Five officers took part in the meeting. 

One organist played and the Junior choir, composed 
of Thirty girls, led the singing. 

One soloist, not a member of the society, sang. 

Three women, who had made careful preparation, 
each presented one of the divisions of the topic for 
the day. 

Three women led in prayer for the specific work 
presented. 


Six other women were prepared to add a fact to the 
discussion which followed. 

Two college girls gave an effective reading in two 
parts. 

Three little girls in costume presented a very brief 
exercise. This involved their Three 
mothers. 


costuming by 


One girl displayed a clever chart which spoke its 
own message. 

Three people gathered the offering, a grandmother, 
a mother and a daughter, all members of the society, a 
special invitation having been given them to be present, 
so that the three generations might unite in this service. 

One Secretary of Literature gave to each circle lead- 
er a leaflet to be taken to each member of her circle 
not present. She also gave out missionary books and 
magazines from the church library. 

Three members, who constituted the Committee on 
Visiting the Sick, took cut flowers and potted plants to 
the sick, leaving a leaflet with each flower messenger. 

One pastor came in time for a brief message. 

Total number of people were eighty-three. 

Now if a ladies’ missionary society can work out a 
program like this one I see no reason why a group of 
young people in a Luther League can not do the same. 
All one needs is a leader or a committee, who will do a 
little planning. You know a good leader is one who can 
get other people to work while he or she looks on. 

Do we advertise our programs? You know store- 
keepers say that merchandise that is well advertised is 
half sold. If we want to sell the idea of missions to 
our young folks, we must advertise our meetings. Make 
attractive posters to be put on the bulletin board and 
also have a committee make invitations to be given to 
the young folks as they come into Sunday School in the 
morning. In my own local League we created quite a 
bit of interest, from the older people of the church, on 
Luther League Day last September. A capital L, about 
three by five inches, was made in the form of a tag and 
was worn by all the Luther Leaguers. On this L was 
written, “We want to see you in League tonight. Time 
7 Pp. M. Place S. S. Rooms.” We tagged fifty-five 
people and forty-eight of these came to League that 
Ordinarily we have from fifteen to twenty at 
our meetings. Does it pay to advertise? We think so. 
If you are having a Japan or a China program, why not 
make invitations in the shape of lanterns or fans to 
advertise the meeting. Each country has some repre- 
sentative article that can be made in the form of an in- 
vitation. Another good invitation is made in the shape 
of a chair, side view, and write on it, “We are saving a 
chair for you this evening at League. Your chair will 
be empty if you do not come. Come, we need you and 
you need the League.” 

Let us keep the decorations of the room in which 
we hold our meetings in accord with the program which 
we are presenting. If we have an Oriental program, 
decorate the room as if we were in Japan or China. 
Every one will enter into the spirit of the meeting a 


night. 


(Continued on Page 17) 
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A CHAT WITH THE SECRETARY 


OW would you like to have a chat with me? I 
wish I could have you sit with me in my office or 


home and have a good chat with you about cer- 
tain matters as they pertain to our work as members of 
our Luther League. Since this is not possible, let me 
chat with you from month to month in our Review. 
Should you find a mutual contact we would be very glad 
to hear from you as to what you want to chat about in 
regard to our program and work of the League. Well, 
“here goes” for our first attempt. 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Luther League of America held in Philadelphia, Pa., 
in January, I was appointed to attend the meeting of 
the International Council of Religious Education in Chi- 
cago, Ill. The meeting was held at the Stevens Hotel, 
February 10-17. Approximately five hundred denomina- 
tional and interdenominational leaders were in attend- 
ance. They represented every phase of the religious 
education task in which 37 Protestant Communions 
share in this organization. 

Coming into contact with these leaders one had the 
feeling that other groups of denominational leaders had 
numerous problems and were willing to face them in all 
seriousness. I was deeply impressed with the earnestness 
of the leaders to discover methods, through which to 
stimulate the Church, in its mission of education. 


Most of my time was spent in the Young People’s 
Section. This was one of the largest attended groups, 
showing the deep interest the leaders of today have in 
the youth of the Church. 


A merger of the Interdenominational Young 
People’s Commission and the Young People’s Work 
Section of the Council was consummated and a consti- 
tution and by-laws were adopted. This merger brings 
the two groups under the direct authority of the Coun- 
cil and will be known as the Young People’s Work Sec- 
tion and Commission. 

Great interest and discussion was evidenced on ‘‘The 
Christian Youth Building a New World” movement and 
the plans and programs for the development of summer 
camps. In attentatively listening to discussions, I must 
confess that much of the program and many of the 
methods for putting across the new movement of “Youth 
Building a New World” was seemingly up in the clouds 
and I wondered what new method would be used to 
bring them to earth. Much of the program seemed to 
have practically excluded evangelism and a larger em- 
phasis placed on the development of a Christianized 
social order. It is possible that I shall have to study 
the interpretation of this new movement program for 
youth in the light of our Lutheran faith, as many of 
the leaders believe that there lies within this movement 
the opportunity for American Protestantism to recruit 
its youth. 


The compilation of answers to the questionnaires on 
“Trends In Young People’s Society Work” was inter- 
esting and enlightening. The report showed that many 
young people’s societies are “shopping around” for topics 
and that only a few are setting up their own and that 
there is a desire for topics with more Bible content and 
simplicity in the set up of the material. 


On the matter of preparation for the meeting there 
seemed to be a divided opinion as to whether it is better 
or worse. It is my opinion that we do not give enough 
time in the preparation of our meetings and when the 
leader is well prepared the meetings are more interest- 
ing and helpful. 

During the past few months I have had the privi- 
lege of hearing that widely known and greatly loved 
Christian statesman from Japan, Toyohiko Kagawa. He 
is a fine example of the value of Christian character. 
Among some of the statements he made that impressed 
me were that we should educate for holiness, not merely 
for knowledge. He stressed the fact that we should 
make our work more spiritual by placing more em- 
phasis on prayer and by training children for quiet and 
meditation. He saw in the fine arts and good music 
more usefulness for the spiritual emphasis than we are 
making of them. On leaving one of the meetings at 
which Kagawa spoke, someone remarked, “Remember, 
Kagawa is a product of Christian missions. Who knows 
but that the influence of his life may justify the ex- 
penditure of every dollar ever given for missions.” 

I hope you are all enjoying’a most blessed Lenten 
season. I vision each of you attending the services of 
the church and are making every effort to make this 
special season of the church year of assistance to you in 
the strengthening of your spiritual life. 


May your Easter season be one of joy and gladness. 


THEY RE TELEING Us 
“Our Luther League Review is a real help in pro- 
moting our program.” 


“This is no ordinary check. It is an enthusiastic 
check. We wouldn’t do without the Review.” 


“The Review is a link to the League and Church.” 
What Do You Say? 
A Renewal Is a Good Answer. ' 


HOW TO SETTLE CHURCH DIFFICULTIES 

Someone asked Phillips Brooks what he would 
first do if he were called to be pastor of a broken down 
church—a church that had lost its building, was not 
able to support a pastor, and was torn by internal dis- 
sension. He hesitated only a moment and then replied, 
“T should get all the people together, preach the great- 
est sermon I could on world-wide missions, and take 
the best offering I could get for work in heathen lands.” 


If that little church began to have fellowship with 
Christ in the salvation of the whole world, it would save 
itself. Its difficulties and selfishness at home would 
vanish as it entered into the supreme need of the 
church in the homeland; to be possessed with the world- 
passion of Jesus. That would help it settle church dif- 
ficulties —Stephen J. Corey in “The Preacher and His 
Missionary Message,” Cokesbury Press. 
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INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 


This is the April Review, which will blow your way 
at a time when the March winds do howl around the 
Muhlenberg Building and across the plains. But right 
now the February snows are blizzarding around the 
Muhlenberg Building and across the plains of New 
Jersey. Yes, I’m looking over toward those plains— 
right out Miss Mehlhouse’s window. Besides I’m using 
the Junior Secretary’s typewriter to hammer out this 
letter to you all (that “you all” is for the benent of the 
southern folks). 

Isn't lite and things funny? Here I sit inside while 
outside the snow is falling, and I’m writing for a publi- 
cation that will come out when the winds are howling, 
and you'll study the materials I put into this publication 
when the rains are descending. 

Snow is white, 
Rain is wet, 
Wind just ain’t 
That's my plaint. 
* OK OK OK OK 
HOBBYCATION 


Penny Hobby 

Thirty-nine Intermediates are proud possessors of 
Luther League pins as a result of sending me pennies. 
Last month a whole bunch of names of winners was 
published. And I’d have many more to report than 
those appearing below if I hadn’t written to the several 
Leagues mostly interested in this hobby to cail a halt. 
There for a while I was being “snowed in” inside, 
necessitating a red signal for the pocketbook’s sake. 
However, the Penny Hobby is still on as far as the 
following cents are involved: 

1. Send me any one of the following large copper 
cents and receive a Luther League pin in exchange. 
Dates are 1793, 1794, 1795, 1796, 1799, 1800, 1801, 1802, 
1803, 1804, 1805, 1806, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1811, 1813, 1814, 
1821, 1823 and 1857. 

2. Send me any one of the following eagle cents 
and receive a Luther League pin. Dates are 1856, 1858. 

3. Send me a bronze Indian cent of the following 
years and receive a Luther League pin. Dates are 1864, 
1866, 1872, 1877 and 1909 S. 

How to get these large coins? 
your pockets or pocketbooks. Where, then? Out of 
dad’s or mother’s “keep-sake” treasury box. They are 
not doing anybody any good there, and a pin will do 
you a lot of good. But those old cents are worth some- 
thing! Yes, but usually not as much as the pin you'll 
receive in return. Anyway, see what you can find. 

Now comes to the announcing of the recipients of 


pins not heretofore announced. They are: 


Francis Bynum, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Jane Weller, Shepherdstown, W. Va. 
Florence Gruber, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Donald Duncan, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Dorothy Smith, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Edward Pine, Altoona, Penna. 
Marjory Ingram, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Carlyle Rivers, Jacksonville, Fla. 


So much for the Penny Hobby—this time. 


Surely, not out of 


Reading Course Essay Contest 
In view of the fact that several essays were received 
just recently we will hold off until next month to an- 
nounce the winners of the twelve awards. 


Sixteen Point Program 

Georgia State is the first to report “achievers” on 
the Sixteen Point Program for 1935. It really isn’t the 
fault of Georgia that they report first, because they are 
the first state to hold a convention in 1936. Neverthe- 
less, we compliment Miss Ida Dasher, the Intermediate 
Secretary for Georgia, for her promptness, and the 
Leagues for their almost 100 per cent attainment. They 
have nine active Intermediate Leagues down there in 
the state of “peaches and no cream”; that is, they have 
nine according to my records. Anyway, out of these 
nine Leagues seven are on the red, white or blue stand- 


ard. They’ve only ever had eleven active Leagues at 
one time, so you see it’s a fine record they hold. But, 
had a certain League that has won awards for the 
past four years reported for 1935, Georgia would have 
eight out of nine Leagues on the honor rolls. Those 
seven’ “achievers” are: 
IAS GONGIOM EN SAV AMAIA a ieustcyalarslelelsiajeusieictersetsts eran 15 points 
LAO, Near lows ke cites leshe Gas. ahererstd Gace ote attenre ere erets 14 points 
Ebolya@niniiy,s oprimetielalinsns.senatersleteletoinioietenn etarete 13 points 
INGUIN oy INGE GoobonoenonDoouDdNaaeunod 12 points 
Charis leisryivalneheo, TNE SaAcscoucbounnopouaons 12 points 
Sesulukelss. hibuniderpolity seccveeke sraeiisntette ciaisie ox 12 points 
Sty Pau sme sa vaTialam coasusersbetera luster tatehate ere serra 10 points 


Easter Topic 
Note that the Easter topic is presented in pageant 
form. Little time and effort are necessary to prepare 
this pageant, but your attention is herewith called to 
the nature of the topic that you might give whatever 
time and thought are required to present it properly. 
It is suggested that you invite the congregation to the 
service, or better still, make the presentation before the 
congregation as a part of the regular Easter Sunday 
evening service. 
Mother’s Day Topic 
This topic comes on May 10th. It will be written 
up in the May Review in study form, but separately in 
pageant form. By sending ten (10) cents to these of- 
fices and ordering an Intermediate Mother's Day Pro- 
gram it will be possible for you to present something 
different. If desired, order as many copies as you wish 
—at 10 cents each. It costs 6 cents to mail one copy. 
That’s why a small charge is made. 


1936 Sustainers 
Ii the early bird catches the worm then there’s been 
a lot of worms caught, and that in spite of the fact that 
the ground is frozen inches deep. And the early birds 
to do the catching, that is, the catching of the spirit of 
giving to the Sustaining Membership, are: 


Elaven salisbury, sINiy Coucvelelslereletaratolsclelloratels (rlejielaielaye $ 5.00 
St. fohm’s, Des Moines, Towa ......0...2..-s00-+0s 5.00 
Sie IS, (Creforellatore, GENS GoooenoodD don anon emacs 1.00 
Moxham., JoOhnstOwsl, Gea Gisr ee ereteiee sal ofelelsts)> els) oie ele) 2.00 
Davidsvillen sD avidsvillew a meninocm tieleieterenie ser tarctentete 1.00 
Immanuel Philadel play Par erctetetere ateterer crt) rie nit elisie 1.00 
Sty lsukeisse Allemtorwaiy Paes se rarectelercleletele ersietestotetsrelrer: 1.00 
St. Michael’s, Allentown, Pa. ......ssereeeereeeaee 1,00 
St. Joseph’s, Allentown, Pa. ......seseesescseneeee 1.00 
St. Stephen’s, Allentown, Pa. .......++...s+sesaese 1.00 
Si. Paul’s:; Catasauqua, Pa. ioc. cisem elemi-tse ols) 91° 1.00 
Sh Ginvs. Tne, Be ooossasaccoogpssuooamounoag 1.00 
iby ONC, Ike Sooonvoouecouondd a9 undeoooomadC 1.00 
Second, Altoona, Par Guiawa..s6eme nee ener errs cee 1.00 
Temple, Altoona, Pas .. 02 -c.ces se cess eee nsins see’ 1.00 
Bethanyaeealtoonan Pasi tleletste tie colaleier yt} ay) ae leaner 1.00 
Grace, Reading, (Pa. - 0 esc e. ecineanns s seal 1.00 
St Tohmisy Clearfield) Pay terete trier civics vein 1.00 
St. John’s; Sinking! Springs, Bay @.-<.0.06.- eu 1.00 


Trinity, Johnstown, Pa. .......se sees reece eee eee ens 1.00 
Messiah, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Memorial, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Printty, Lansdale, Ba. soles. neces mcien cls tts te 
St. Andrew’s, Perkasie, Pa. ..s-eecesreeeeseresteee a 
St. James, Pottstown, Pa. ...--.++++sessserereeres i200 
een, Uynene, I onoooo sb nmin nun oon Gots ODO R.mDT meh 
Gin labracinig?) leh conoocdouoo sdoUDUDOOOOUGOG GG S) Se 
Trinity, Baltimore, AGL cacao creteuen seaterasoiw ier tele nenel@ialatnas cs $00 
North Austin, Chicago, Ill, .....---eereeeeeevcees 5.00 
Insc Myo deacnorHepSdeoCDaDare coo ome Hb OG IG $47.00 

The China Objective 

Likewise, the early contributors from the Inter- 

mediate family to this biennial missionary objective are: 
Offering at Charleston, S. C., Intermediate Rally... - $10.26 
First, Galveston, Texas -...-.+--+++eeeces eer eecees 55-01 
Sieijiohnis, Passarcy INS Viv eee rere meniensi it lonin oe 12.00 
UI aye tine a Oe Re Ie AD OnOrEA On OM UOLen OOOH DIOD $27.26 


Sincerely, 


OUR WORKS TESTIFY 

We have read somewhere of a great surgeon, a spe- 
cialist of world renown, who was commonly believed, not 
without reason, to be an atheist. But he greatly re- 
sented the imputation and once said, when the theo- 
logians had driven him into a corner, “If you want to 
know what my religion is come and see me operate.” 
This, we imagine, is what the good workman will al- 
ways say when you challenge you to define his religion 
and get him with his back to the wall; though even 
this, of course, he will only say under great pressure 
as the alternative to saying nothing, which, as a rule, 
he greatly prefers. ‘‘Come and see me operate in the 
field, the workshop, the factory, the office, the bank, the 
studio, the hospital; in the sinking ship, the typhus camp, 
“he imminent deadly breach’; in Downing Street, Geth- 
semane, Golgotha”—or wherever else the good workman 
may happen to carry on his business. “The works that 
I do, these are they that testify of me.’ Go and see 
him operate. So with industrial civilization. Would you 
find out what London, Paris, New York really believes 
in, what its religion is? Go and see it “operating.” 

L. P. Jacks in “The Faith of a Worker,’ Double- 
day, Doran & Company. 


WHEN EARTH’S LAST PICTURE IS PAINTED 


pee cae last picture is painted and the tubes are twisted and 

dried, 

When the oldest colors have faded, and the youngest critic has died, 

We shall rest, and faith, we shall need it—lie down for an aeon or 
two, 

Till the Master of all good workmen shall put us to work anew, 


And thoes who are good shall be happy: they shall sit in a golden 
chair ; a 
They shall splash at a ten league canvas with brushes of comet’s hair: 
They shall find real saints to draw from: Magdalene, Peter and Paul: 

They shall work for an age at a sitting and never be tired at ally 


and only the Master shall praise us, and only the Master shall 
nlame: j ; 
And no one shall work for money and no one st 

: 5 I shall work for fame 
But each for the joy of working, and each in his separate star te 


Shall draw the thing as he sees it for the God I ings as 
A Ses rag Se eg 70d of the things as they 


Each day the totals of Pocket Testament enroll- 
ment is increasing. We now have 1,226 members. En- 
rollment cards can be procured from the Luther League 
of America, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Are YOU 
Using The ‘Review? 


O MISTER EDITOR 


Twelve monthly issues of Christian reading 
In the Review, our boon to “GOOD” leading; 
Twelve monthly visits received from a friend 
Having “oodles” of news and counsel to lend 
Tips for REAL meetings, and programs galore; 
Each issue better than ever before! 
O what a “buy” for a “live wire’ Leaguer, 
And where could we find a help any bigger? 
Yes, Mr. Editor, you are a “DEER” 
Here is our “DOE” for another year! 


(And say, unless you can handle a riot, 
These lines should be kept on the quiet, 
For there’s only ELEVEN copies you make 
And an amateur poet never gets a break!) 
—GENE KELCHNER 


G.. 


“Thanks, Gene!”—The Review would like to 
be delivered to other officers and secretaries of 
our State and Synodical Leagues. The Review 
believes they could do their work more effi- 
ciently and effectively if they would subscribe. 


ore) 


How many of your members subscribe? 


How many of these read each number from 
cover to cover? 


How many copies are available for use in your 
League Meetings? 


How many of the officers make use of its 
suggestions? 


Perhaps the answer to such questions as these might 
be found a good clue as to the reasons for the success 
or failure of your program. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! \ 
Single Subscriptions, $1.25 per year 
Clubs of ten, 90 cents per year 


Clubs of five, $1.00 per year 


Subscription Memo 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
Published Monthly 


Send Check or Money Order With Subscription to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


806 Muhlenberg Building Philadelphia, Pa. 
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EASTE 


season of Easter is 
us again. We ought 
to pause for a moment and 
study some of the 
cances of this season. How 
did the name originate? 
Bede tells us that the word 
comes from ‘“Kostre’ the 
Anglo-Saxon Goddess _ of 
Spring, and the word was 
adopted by the Church, 
given a Christian  signifi- 
cance, just as the name of 
the days of the week, origin- 


The 
with 


signifi- 


Page Sever 


A Day of Joy Brings to Us Freedom 


(By Juanita Cruse) 


have when they go to church 
on Easter Sunday morning. 
Mother Nature puts on a 
new glorify God, 
but this glorification is not 
merely to show off. It is 
a natural glorification. Are 
we going to sit idly by and 
take for granted the love 
and tender care that He 
has so graciously given to 
us and not try to send the 
knowledge of His 


dress to 


love to 


aed : others? There is a famous 
y mes o pagan gods, 5 ae painting which we are all 
were adopted while their AIO MSE Ss familiar with. It is the pic 
° ‘ € a . te) ize 
ancient meanings were ( a ture of Christ standing at 
dropped. The Church was faced with the festival of the door and knocking. A little boy was making a 
spring. Following its policy, it adopted the festival and tour of the art museum with his father and upon seeing 


the name of it, but filled it with a Christian content. 
Easter became the festival of the Resurrection. 

English is the only language in which this name 
appears. In other languages it is called by the word 
that is derived from the Greek “Pascha” or passover. 
At a very early period, a controversy arose as to when 
the proper time was for the celebration. The Christians 
of Jewish descent followed the custom of their race and 
celebrated it immediately after the ending of the Pas- 
chel feast, regardless of the day of the week. The 
Gentile descendants clung to the idea of associating the 
resurrection with the first day of the week. They cele- 
brated Friday as Good Friday and the Sunday follow- 
ing as Easter. To one group it was a matter of the day 
of the month and to the other it was the day of the 
week. Today Easter is the first Sunday after the first 
full moon following the vernal equinox. Easter is the 
natural complement of Good Friday and of Christmas. 
Without Easter neither of these dates would mean much 
to the Church. Because of its importance Constantine 
decreed that Easter should be the first day of the year. 
This reckoning lingered in France until 1565, when Janu- 
ary 1 finally took its place. 

Faster is a day of joy. Why? Because it is the day 
of life eternal. Spring is the awakening of nature. The 
whole earth which has been asleep during the dead and 
dreary months of winter, stretches every ounce of energy 
and begins to bedeck itself with green grass, new leaves, 
flowers, fruits and vegetables. It is the awakening. It 
is really no wonder that the early Christians selected 
the festival of spring as the Easter season. Spring, the 
season of new life; Easter, the season of joyous realiza- 
tion of eternal life. A few days ago a little six year old 
boy said that on Easter Sunday we must go to church 
and thank God for the nice food and clothes that he has 
given to us. The remarks of this little child are very 
fitting and in his innocent way he has stressed one thing 
that to many the true meaning of Easter seems to be. 
Merely a fashion parade. Go to church and show off 
the new outfit seems to be the main thought that many 


the picture made a very natural childish inquiry. “Daddy, 
why doesn’t someone let Him in?” The father’s reply 
was something to the effect that there was no one at 
home. The child looked at the picture again and his 
little face lighted with childish enthusiasm and said, “No, 
daddy, they are at home but everyone is in the back of 
the house.” Are we all at the back of the house or are 
we at the front where we can easily hear this knock at 
the door of our hearts? 

Easter brings to us freedom. Shall we 
keep it to ourselves, or shall we pass it on to others by 
making our lives the living expression of happiness that 
it should be to glorify God? Unpleasant duties are no 
longer a task. Heavy burdens are no longer hard to 
bear. Life is glorious with this new freedom. We are 
alive with the knowledge that our bodies will arise on 
the great resurrection day and with bodies like Christ’s 
own resurrected body, reunited with souls enter 
upen the full consummation of all the promises and 
privileges of the redeemed who have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the tomb. 

With the resurrected Christ—everything is differ- 
ent, The sun shines with a new light. Earth and all 
heavenly duties take on a new meaning. Death loses 
its gloom. Here we talk with God. Because He lives 
we shall also live. 


selfishly 


our 


—DETROIT LEAGUER 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP 


One of the greatest testimonials of Luther League ac- 
tivity comes from “those of yesterday’ who were trained 
for leadership in the Luther League and who are today serv- 
ing the Church and the business world, putting into practice 
the experience and teachings of the League. 


> 


We cherish these Alumni. They are real advisors to the 
Luther League of today. They are loyal in their love for 
the work of the Youth of the Church and manifest it by 
enrolling in this Alumni group by the payment of 


$5 to $100 Per Year 


nn nner EEEEEEaESESEEASE 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Christian Higher Education Emphasis 


To the Board of Education the Church has asssigned the four weeks 
after Easter as the period during which the cause for which it is work- 
ing shall be presented to the Congregations, the Sunday Schools, the 
Luther Leagues and all other organizations of the parishes. 


Sundays: April 19, 26, May 3 and 10 


Luther Leaguers Will Want to Know 


1, Why the Lutheran Church 
Maintains Colleges and Semi- 
naries. 


A Church must educate its 
pastors and leaders ac- 
cording to its own spirit 
and philosophy. 

The world crisis is not pri- 
marily financial, but moral 
and spiritual. 

Our country needs leaders 
motivated by Christian 
principles. 

Our Colleges produce the 
leaders of State and 
Church. 

Christian Education gives a 


=. 
a 


ne 


3. Why the Lutheran Church 
Follows Its Students. 
Their faith must be strength- 


ened. 

Their loyalty must be de- 
veloped. 

Their spiritual life must be 
deepened. 


Their talent must be directed 
for Christian service. 


4. What Leaguers Can Do. 
Select one of the four Sun- 
days following Easter as 
a time to have a special 
educational program. 
Invite a professor or student 


from a college or seminary 
BX uy) Y on your territory to speak 

Ny eee Sse “on : at your meeting. 
~~. er Ele Secure literature from the 
Tay Aaa college and seminary on 
your territory to learn 

more about them. 
Encourage Lutheran youth to attend Lutheran 

colleges, 


view of life which is a 
transforming force, 


S| SESS 


2. Why the Lutheran College 
Ciaims Lutheran Youth. 


Its faculty is composed of 
scholarly Christian men and women. 
It believes in a personal God, a divine Christ, an 
immortal soul, and an imperative duty. 
It loves all truth,—including the truth of Revelation. 
It maintains that any curriculum is defective which 
fails to honor and to teach the principles of Christ. 
It teaches its students to live simply, to think clear- 5. What the Board of Education Is Doing. 


ly, and to act nobly. United Lutheran Church in America 1934 minutes, 
It produces the well-trained Christian citizen. Page 229. 


a 


Start a Luther League Scholarship Fund to assist 
some deserving boy or girl prepare for a life of 
full-time Christian service. 


Introducing the Secretaries of the Board af Education 
Rev. Gonld Wickey, Ph.D., Executive Secretary 
Rev. Carolus P. Harry, D.D. 
Miss Mary E. Markley, Litt.D. 
Miss Mildred Winston, 744 Jackson Place, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


PRAY For STUDENTS and Educational INSTITUTIONS 
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CALENDAR FOR APRIL 
Study the April Junior Topics—Lent and Easter 
Use the April Junior Topics Booklet, “Easter” 
Plan some Easter activities 


Get “Little Women” (one of the Reading Course 
books), circulate it, have the girls make a poster 
on same, and send to Headquarters by April 30 


PRs INES 


Dear Leaguers: 
Are you planning for 


Easter 
Here are some hints: 


Use the Topics Booklet, ““Easter’—Booklet number 
twenty-five. It gives a wealth of material and sugges- 
tions. Make Easter the happiest season of the year 
for the boys and girls. If asked, they will likely say 
that Christmas is the greatest day, in the year. Lead 
them to see the real meaning of Easter—that Christ had 
to die and rise from the grave to save us, and that with- 
out Easter, Christmas would not be complete. 

Teach the Little Leaguers (those under eight) the 
story of Easter by object lessons. Use the egg, the 
chick, the caterpiller, the butterfly, the dry bulb, the 
Easter lily, and then teach the story of the risen Saviour. 

The Resurrection Story Hand Work Cards can be 
used (15 cents, from the United Lutheran Publication 
House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.—ten pic- 
tures with a verse on each card giving the Easter story). 

The memory work should be the Easter story, and 
Easter hymns, the hymns of the church, should be used. 

Arrange a special Easter program with the older 
Juniors, 

The Juniors at Eastertide like to do something for 
others. A lily placed on the altar, singing as a Junior 
choir at the early service, making baskets for less for- 
tunate children, sending eggs to one of our orphan 
homes, flowers to the sick and shut ins, Easter carofs 
sung for another group—all these are ways in which 
the Juniors can share the message of Easter. 

The Little Leaguers may enjoy getting together and 
preparing a surprise in the way of small baskets, or some 
gift for some other children. 

Use Easter pictures. Display them in your room. 
Use in the worship program. Use as suggested in the 
study of the topics. The Topics Booklet gives a list of 
Easter pictures. 

Use Easter stories. See the list in the Topics Book- 
let. Secure the assistance of your public librarian. She 
will be glad to suggest Easter stories and books con- 


with your Juniors? 


taining same. 
Have the Juniors make an Easter chart. Put up a 


large sheet of lavender cardboard. Print on it—“He Is 
Risen—Go—Tell.” In the center put an Easter picture. 
Ask the Juniors the week before to bring to this meet- 
ing pictures of people of other lands who also should 
hear the Easter message. Have them bring these for- 
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ward, one by one, paste on the chart, and tell a few 
words about their picture. 

3eautiful posters to advertise your Easter meetings 
can be made. Get cardboard in white, lavender, yellow 
or green, and use crepe paper in Easter designs from 
the five and ten cent store or Dennison Mfg. Company, 
1007 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Cut out the 
figures, paste them on the cardboard, print an Easter 
verse at the top of the card, and the time of your meet- 
ing at the bottom. Put up two or three the week before 
and use them to decorate your room for the meeting. 
An Easter picture may be added. 

Here is an Easter program which was worked out 
after the Juniors had studied the material included in 
the material, and had thought through themselves how 
they wanted to interpret Easter to others. Maybe your 
Juniors can do better. Work up an original program, 
allowing the Juniors to suggest what they would like 
to put into same, and send it to the Junior Secretary. 


An Easter Program 
1. Opening Hymn: “We Will Carol Joyfully” 
(chosen by the Juniors as the Easter carol they liked 
best—having just learned it that year). 


2. Easter Story—read by a Junior (Matthew 28). 


3. Prayer (a composition of the thoughts of a large 
number of the Juniors, adapted into one prayer by a 
committee of the Juniors): O Lord, our dear Heavenly 
Father, we thank Thee for Easter. Help each one of us 
to remember that because Jesus died and then came out 
of the grave we need not be afraid of death. Help us 
to know that because on the first Easter Jesus conquered 
sin, we, too, can fight and overcome sin. Bless us all at 
this happy Easter time, and help us to love Thee more 
and more. Bless those in other lands who do not know 
Thee, who have never heard the Easter story. We ask 
that missionaries and teachers be sent to tell them the 
Easter tidings. Help us to help send them. Guide us 
and keep us and finally save us. We ask these things 
for Jesus’ sake, who arose from the grave at Easter 
time, so that all who believe in Him might live forever. 
Amen. 


4. Bible Readings—by six Juniors: 


The Women at the Tomb—Matthew 28:1-10 
Who Shall Roll Away the Stone—Mark 16:1-8 
He Is Not Here, He Is Risen—Luke 24:1-12 
The Two Disciples at the Tomb—John 20:1-18 
The Frst Easter Evening—Luke 24:13-35 
Doubting Thomas—John 20 :19-25 


5. The Easter Story—told by a Junior girl—carry- 
ing picture ‘He Is Risen.” 

6. “What Does Easter Mean?”—by seven Juniors 
(a talk worked out by seven Juniors, giving their 
thoughts as to what Easter really means.) 

Leader: Suppose we were asked what day of all the 
year we liked best. I suppose we would all say “Christ- 
mas.” But we must remember that without Easter, 
Christmas would not mean so much. At Christmas Christ 
came as the Babe of Bethlehem. But at Easter He died 
and then rose again for us, and this gives us the hope 
of life everlasting. 
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Junior (a boy): Last fall I saw a dull brown cocoon 
hanging to the bare limb of a tree. It looked as dead 
as could be. I broke it off, and brought it along home 
and put it back of a picture in my room, Yesterday I 
was surprised when I went upstairs to find a beautiful 
butterfly spreading its wings on the frame of the picture. 
The brown cocoon seemed dead, but from it came life, 
the beautiful butterfly. So Easter means life. Jesus 
died, but the tomb could not hold Him; on the first joy- 
ous Easter morn, He rose again into life. 

Junior (a girl): Last Easter, when we came to 
church, how beautiful everything looked. There were 
Easter lilies everywhere, on the platform in Sunday 
School, and the church was full of them, around the 
organ, along the chancel rail, inside the chancel, the 
whole front of the church seemed full of them. I thought 
then of the ugly brown bulbs the florist had shown me 
and which he had told me were Easter lilies, and I 
wondered how anything so beautiful as the Easter lilies 
could come from such ugly dead bulbs. So Easter means 
beauty to me for Easter lilies tell of the beauty which 
Christ died to give us. The lily is a picture of the 
beauty and purity of a Christian life, a life free from 
sin, for which Christ died.that we might have. From 
the dull, gray tomb came the beauty and life of that 
first Easter morn. Easter means beauty. 

Junior (a boy): Walking along the streets at Easter 
time we see flowers everywhere. ‘The florists’ shops are 
full of them. We see them in the market places. We 
see them along the street curbs. Everywhere we meet 
gay daffodils and bright colored tulips, stately Easter 
lilies, and all the other beautiful Easter blooms. We 
put them in our windows and brighten up our homes 
with them. They mean joy. So, Easter means joy. The 
joy which we find in our risen Lord and Saviour, the 
victory over death which He won for Himself and for 
us, fills our hearts with joy and gladness. 

Junior (a girl): We pass all the candy shops and 
find them filled with Easter baskets. We see Easter 
eggs everywhere—home made ones, dyed all colors of 
the rainbow, candy ones, pink, yellow, chocolate. Why 
do we have eggs at Easter? Last week we hada ride 
into the country and I saw a mother hen and her flock 
of little chicks. And then I remembered that the egg 
is a sign of life, too, and that is why we have it at Easter 
time. I, too, know that Easter means life. 

Junior (a boy): When we come to church on Easter, 
whether at church, or Sunday School, or in Junior 
League, we sing beautiful Easter carols. The choir sings 
joyous anthems. Why? They express joy. Easter 
means joy. 

Leader: All these things tell us of joy and life. Why 
are we glad at Easter time? 

Junior (with picture “He Is Risen”): All of these 
things tell us about the joy of Easter, but the real reason 
we are happy at Easter time is because of the Easter 
story. (Holds up picture.) We all know of the tiny 
Babe of Bethlehem, how He grew and lived among men, 
how He suffered for us, how He died on the cross for 
us. And then we know of the joy of that first Easter, 
how early in the morning the women went to the tomb 
and found that Jesus was not there. And we know the 
message which the angel gave them—“He is not here 
He is risen.” This is the reason we are happy a 
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Easter, this is what Easter means. Because Jesus died 
and then rose again, living and going again to His 
Father, we need not fear death, for we, too, may live 
again and live with Him eternally, if we believe. This 
is what Easter means. 

7. Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection.” 

8. “What Does Easter Mean to Others?”—to ex- 
press this, the group of Juniors giving this program 
decided to use “Co-=Tell’—found in the Haster Topics 
Booklet. 

9. Worship—conducted by Junior Vice-President: 

Junior Vice-President: For all the joys of Easter 
time, 

Juniors (in'concert): Dear Father, we thank Thee; 

Junior Vice-President: For the glad message which 
the angels told, He .is risen, 

Juniors (in concert): Dear Father, we thank Thee; 

Junior Vice-President: Because we have heard the 
Easter story, 

Juniors (in concert): Dear Father, we thank Thee; 
Junior Vice-President: That there are missionaries 
carrying the Easter story around the world, 
Juniors (in concert): Dear Father, we thank Thee; 
Junior Vice-President: Because Jesus came out of 

the grave at Easter time, 
Juniors (in concert): Dear Father, we thank Thee; 
Junior Vice-President: Because He lives forever, 
Juniors (in concert): Dear Father, we thank Thee; 
Junior Vice-President: Because He lives forever, 
Juniors (in concert): Dear Father, we thank Thee; 
Junior Vice-President: Because we, too, may con- 
quer sin and death and live forever, 
Juniors (in concert): Dear Father, we thank Thee. 
Amen. 

10. E-A-S-T-E-R (By five girls. If desired, these 
girls may have the letters spelling the word “Easter” to 
display, as they speak. Have the Juniors work out their 
Own meanings and scripture passages for each letter.) 

E—stands for Enduring. Easter means dying with 
Christ and enduring to the end. We must suffer 
with Christ if we would rise again and live with 
Him. We must follow Christ. (Recites Gala- 
tians 2:19, 20.) 

A—is for Ascension. Easter brings us the mes- 
sage that we shall, if we believe, \rise again with 
Christ. (Recites Colossians 3:1, 2.) 

S—is for Safety. Easter brings us the hope of a 
home in heaven and eternal salvation. (Recites 
John 14:1-3.) 

T—stands for Trust. Easter gives us a glorious 
hope. This hope is that just as Christ rose 
again from the dead, so will all those who be- 
lieve in Him. (Recites I Thessalonians 4:13-18.) 

E—is for Eternity. Because Christ lives, we, too, 
can win the victory over death, and live always. 
(Recites I Corinthians 15:55.) 

R—stands for Resurrection. Easter brings us a 
vision of heaven and of the last resurrection. 
(Recites Revelation 21:1-7.) 

11, Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.” 
12. Closing Prayer. 
Send in your Easter program. 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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The Baby Austin Gets Through 


(By Mary Heltibridle) 


“But can an automobile get through that road?” 
asked the missionary driver, dubiously eyeing a winding 
and rocky track between patches of rice and millet. The 
sun tanned farmer, standing by the roadside, answered 
with full assurance, “Oh, yes, even regular automobiles 
have gone through, and that thing—surely that thing 
will have plenty of room.” So “that thing,’ a Baby 
Austin automobile, rather regretfully turned off the 
broad main highway into the little lane that was some- 
times paved with jutting rocks and sometimes with mud 
pits. Between frequent sessions of gear shifting there 
was time for conversation. The occupants of the car 
were three: A Christian nurse, Japanese, who was going 
to her old home in the country to visit her parents; a 
Bible woman, Japanese, who was along on business of 
her own; and the missionary driver, American. Ques- 
tions were being asked the nurse—“Are your parents 
Christian too?” “No, but I wish they were. My mother 
is an ardent Buddhist. Our home has always been 
open to Buddhist priests and to the many pilgrims who 
make long journeys from temple to temple. Our home 
is plain—just a big old-fashioned farmhouse, but it has 
housed many devout Buddhists. My parents have not 
opposed my Christian faith, but they have said that they 
would not accept it for themselves. I have a piece of 
land all my own, and I hope that someday a Christian 
church will be built there. My mother, too, owns a piece 
of land. She wants to build a temple on her land. Our 
relatives tease us both, and wonder which will be built 
first, the church or the temple.” ‘Are there any Chris- 
tians in your village?’ “No, but there are a few in 
neighboring places. There is one Christian boy in the 
village office. The people of my neighborhood are very 
conservative. They know very little about true Chris- 
tianity. There are stili a few old folks in the country 
who believe that Christians go about searching for 
human livers.” 


As the Baby Austin bumped over the rocks and 
crawled through the mud, children came running from 
the farmhouses that were all clustered together in a 
little village. Cries of “baby automobile” were heard 
from the tiny tots, and bigger children returning home 
from school strapped their book bags tighter over their 
shoulders and ran after the car, trying to catch it. When 
the Austin finally stopped in front of the nurse’s home 
the tiny road was blocked. The nurse found the doors 
of her home open, but her parents absent. Neighbors 
said that the father was at work in the fields and that 
the mother had gone to a nearby temple. Children 
gathered quickly and then ran away again to bring their 
friends to see the funny little thing that looked like, and 
acted like an automobile. Little boys pushed from the 
rear and pulled the front bumper to measure their 
strength against that of the Austin. Big sisters with 
little baby brothers or sisters strapped to their backs 
ran their hands over the side of the car to see if it was 
real—and the missionary driver kept the key in her 
hand and the brakes locked tight. The Bible woman took 
out a bulky package all tied in a square of lovely gay 


silk cloth, and with that in her hand sat down on the 
front bumper of the Austin and told the children she 
had come to tell them a story. For a while the novelty 
of the Austin and the queer looks of the American mis- 
sionary were forgotten while they listened, many of 
them for the first time in their lives, to the story of the 
Baby Jesus. Then, when the story was finished, the 
silk-covered package was opened and there was a printed 
story of the Boy Jesus for each child, and a Christian 
magazine for each child to take home to his mother and 
father. While these were being distributed a neighbor 
woman came, bringing a gift of a basket of corn. While 
the corn was being stored away in the back of the Austin 
and bows of thanks were being given in the polite Japan- 
ese way, the nurse’s father came home from the fields. 
His first look of shocked amazement at the visitors 
changed to a look of pleasure when he saw his daughter 
and the interest of the children in the story. ‘There are 
enough children here to have a real Sunday School,” 
said the missionary. The nurse caught her breath, and 
counted the children—twenty-two of them, and more 
running down the road. A smile of hope grew upon the 
nurse’s face. “Well, let’s make it a real Sunday School! 
I’m sure that my father would let you use this house as 
a meeting place—wouldn’t you, honorable father? 
Couldn’t we have a story hour for the children and a 
sermon for the grown-ups—perhaps the Bible woman 
and the missionary and perhaps the Japanese pastor 
could arrange to come about every two weeks—”’ ‘The 
father looked again at the crowd of happy children, and 
then at his daughter who is beloved by all that village 
and then he said, “Surely, you may even have your meet- 
ings here every week if you wish.” 

Before the children had all dispersed the mother 
came home from the temple, and hastened to greet her 
guests properly with tiny cups of hot tea and with sweet 
pink and yellow cakes and pickled radishes. When the 
mother heard of the Sunday School proposition she too 
watched her hopefully smiling daughter and then said, 
“Yes, if you wish it. Of course, as you know, the house 
is very plain, and dirty; it is a poor house with nothing 
to recommend it but its size. But you will be glad for 
a big room when so many children come.” 


Late that evening when the Baby Austin was bump- 
ing its way back to the main road again, it was followed 
for a part of the way by a group of children who were 
saying, “They have promised to come again next week. 
I wonder what other stories that Bible woman knows. 
They said they would have a Sunday School for us, but 
that they would call it a Friday School because they 
would come on Friday. I wonder what it will be like. 
Let's go home and tell about it there.” 


Later, out on the main road, the Baby Austin was 
racing along as fast as the roads and Japanese laws 
would allow toward its own little garage at the mission 
station thirty miles away. And inside the car the Bible 
woman who tells stories, the Christian nurse, and the 
missionary driver were very, very happy. 


—JAPAN LUTHERAN BULLETIN 
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What's Going On In The Church 


AN EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS 

Presidents of the thirty-four synods which are mem- 
bers of the United Lutheran Church in America, held a 
conference in Columbus, Ohio. All but five of the presi- 
dents attended, making it the largest conference held 
since the practice was established. All who artended 
in their praise of the spirit and value of 
Theses on six different subjects formed 
the basis for discussions: “The Call of the Pastor,” 
“Stewardship,” “The Question of Authority,’ “Disci- 
pline,” “Better Adjustment of Auxiliaries” and “Presen- 
tation of Causes at Synodical Conventions.” The ex- 
periences of the two-day exchange of opinions resulted 
in the decision of the presidents for a statement to the 
Church on the “Church and Present Problems.” This 
has been done in The Lutheran by Secretary Walton 
H. Greever, D.D. The presidents requested the Execu- 
tive Board of the United Lutheran Church to take action 
looking toward clarification of a number of problems 
connected with the call, and ordination and transfer of 
ministers. We are told that these requests were honored 
by the executive board when it met the day following 
the presidents’ conference. In view of the long-continued 
agitation within the United Lutheran Church for a 
change in the method of allocating apportionments, it 
is interesting to note that the presidents announced a 
concensus of opinion: “It is not wise at this time to 

make any change in the matter of apportionments.” 


were definite 
the gathering. 


A MISSIONARY HONORED 

From the United Lutheran Church mission in the 
Argentine comes the news that Dr. Eduardo Tibiletti, 
professor of geography in the ‘Colegio National,’ was 
elected and is now serving as governor of the province 
of Entre Rios; that Missionary J. M. Armbruster has 
been honored by election to the presidency of the 
Ministerial Union of Spanish-speaking Pastors of Buenos 
Aires; and that two of the congregations are in the 
midst of ingatherings to enable the erection of better 
church buildings. 


UNKNOWN PAINTING DISCOVERED 

A hitherto unknown painting of Van Dyke, “The 
Flight Into Egypt,’ was recently discovered in a country 
house in north England. This extraordinary valuable 
work of art, one of the few works of the master with 
a religious motive is especially remarkable because the 
presentation of the scene differs entirely from the other- 
wise customary picture. Whereas, the Virgin Mary is 
usualy depicted as carrying the child on her arm, here 
she appears tired and fatigued, and is being led by the 
child whose lovely face is directed upward. In all prob- 
ability, Van Dyke painted this “Flight Into BReypt” 
about the year 1617, soon after he left his master Rubens. 
—Das Evangelische Deutschland. 


RECOGNIZED ABILITY 
The National Lutheran Council is pleased to an- 
nounce that in recognition of his ability as a convention 
publicity manager, Rev. Charles Krauth Fegley, its di- 
rector of publicity, has been engaged by the World Sun- 


day School Convention to handle publicity for its meet- 
ing in Oslo, Norway, next July. Pastor Fegley will 
most likely have charge also of the display of Lutheran 
Sunday School literature to be made at Oslo. 

Leaguers will recall Dr. Fegley as the efficient pub- 
licity director for the conventions of the Luther League 
of America at Reading, Pa., and Charleston, S. C. 


FAVORABLY IMPRESSED 

When the Emperor of Ethiopia was crowned, a 
Swedish Lutheran missionary was commissioned to bring 
him a message from the Swedish Mission Society. Dur- 
ing the conversation the missionary expressed the hope 
that the Emperor might be an instrument in the hand of 
God to strengthen the mission work in his land. To this 
he answered, “I value the work of the Swedish Mission 
highly when it, without mixing in politics, works for 
God and the welfare of my people. I have learned to 
have confidence in your missionaries. I have been think- 
ing about like this: ‘If the missionaries are so and so, 
then their native land must be worth seeing.’ I made 
a visit to Sweden and I was not disappointed. No, for 
I found more there than I had expected. Ever since I 
have cherished respect and love for the Swedisi: people. 
It is my sincere hope that you will in the future 
as in the past, without any change, continue your mis- 
sionary work among the people of Ethiopia. And con- 
tinue to remember me in your petitions to heaven.” 


se Ric se 
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SOME PECULIARITIES OF SOUTH AMERICA 
Winter comes in at the time of the North American 
summer and autumn comes in April and May. The 
north wind is hot and the south wind is cold. 
In many cities hovels crowd on palaces, and costly 
automobiles jostle donkeys and choke narrow streets. 
The mixture of races has practically obliterated the 
color line. 
Indian and African blood do not stand in the way of 


intermarriage or of social and political ambitions. 
—FOREIGN MISSIONARY 


THE SACRAMENT OF WORK 


Upon thy bended knees thank God for work, 
Work—once man’s penance, now his high reward! 
For work to do and strength to do the work, 
We thank Thee, Lord! 


Since outcast Adam toiled to make a home, 

The primal curse a blessing has become, 

Man in his toil finds recompense for loss; 

A workless world had known no Christ nor Cross, 


Some toil for love, and some for simple greed, 
Some reap a harvest past their utmost need, 
More, in their loss, find truer happiness, 

And all, in work, relief from bitterness. 


A toiler with His hands was God’s own Son; 
Like His, to Him be all thy work well done. 
Nome so forlorn as he that hath no work, 
None so abject as he that work doth shirk. 
Upon thy bended knees, thank God for work! 
is yates oe ee and evils lurk, 

or work to do, and strength to do the work 
We thank Thee, Lord i Johai Oxenham. = 


Each day the totals of Pocket Testament enroll- 
ment is increasing. We now have 1,226 members. En- 
rollment cards can be procured from the Luther League 
of America, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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HOW MUCH IS YOUR LIFE WORTH? 


Among the many striking features which charac- 
terize this age is one to which the newspapers bear daily 
witness. The ancient prophet delineating our time, said: 
“Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied because of 
murderers.” Jeremiah 3:31. The picture presented by 
the pandemonium of murder, suicide, the reckless disso- 
lution of the marriage tie, and the general present-day 
criminality, attests to an ever-lessening sense of value 
and worth-whileness of life. 


Life! Who has ever measured its meaning or 
sensed its full significance? Only from its Author can 
we ascertain anything of its true value and purpose. 


The word of God reveals the fact that the Creator 
planned human life on a basis infinitely broader than 
the mind of man, now limited by deterioration because 
of sin, can fully comprehend. It is self-evident that 
those who do not look at life from the viewpoint of its 
Author miss the mark entirely in their attempt to ex- 
plain its origin or real purpose here and hereafter, The 
conditions in the world today bear proof to the fact that 
humanity in general is far astray in its endeavor to run 
this world in accordance with its own conception of life. 


But the object of this brief message is not to go 
into the present-day world problems. It is to ask you 
who read these lines: “What is life worth to you?” 


It may be that some into whose hands this paper 
shall fall are disheartened because of a failure to under- 
stand the meaning of life’s problems which puzzle and 
perplex,—trials, hardships, disappointments, sorrows. To 
you I wish to say with all the earnestness of my heart: 
Study the Chart, the Guidebook,—the Holy Scriptures: 
They will reveal to you the Maker not only of your 
being but of the universe. “Acquaint now thyself with 
Him, and be at peace.” Job 22:21. He will reveal to 
you many things about your life that you do not now 
understand. Only those who have read God’s Word and 
lived by it really know what it is to have life and to 
live it. 


Some one has said that trouble is a rope let down 
from heaven whereby God would save us; but some 
men use it as a means to strangle themselves. The 
peculiar trials through which you may be passing are 
intended to make you better, not bitter. The fact that 
you are called upon to endure trials shows that the 
Lord Jesus sees in us something precious which He de- 
sires to develop. If he saw in us nothing whereby to 
glorify His name, He would not spend time in refinish- 
He does not cast worthless stones into His 
It is valuable ore that He refines. “When He 
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” Job 23:10. 
It may be that you have labored many years try- 
to accumulate a little of this world’s goods and 
having difficulty in reconciling yourself to the fact 
that because of no fault of your own you are poor finan- 
cially while many of your acquaintances have plenty. 
Remember that, after all, money is the cheapest thing 
we possess. There are some things it cannot buy. “Life’s 
best things—simplicity, honesty, unsullied integrity—can- 
not be bought or sold; they are as free to the ignorant 
as to the educated, to the black man as to the white man, 
to the humble peasant as to the king upon his throne.” 
Some day all the money that men have heaped up by 
greed will be thrown into the streets; but the pure gold 
of character will be an everlasting possession. 

Take heart, then, for life is infinitely worthwhile. 
It may not seem so at times, for “now we see through 
a glass, darkly.” I Corinthians 13:12. Sin has dimmed 
our vision, so that we cannot see to evaluate life rightly; 
but it is our privilege to take the estimate God has 
placed upon it. The value of anything is best known 
by him who made it. The Creator of life has, as its 
Redeemer, placed the true value on it by giving His life 
to save it. And this He would have done for any of 
us individually. Our greatest need is a true conception 
of the value of life, and the faith to lay hold of the 
means provided by our Heavenly Father for attaining 
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BETWEEN THE BOOKENDS 


Each month we review for you the books published by out- 
standing writers and books listed on our Reading Course list. Copies 
of the Reading Course list can be procured by writing to Luther 
League of America, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

“Finding the Way” by R. H. Gearhart, Association 
Press, pp. 141. 

“Bob” Gearhart is pastor for Lutheran students at 
the University of Pennsylvania and for other Lutheran 
students in Philadelphia. He meets more young people 
in the course of a year than any other pastor in the 
United Lutheran Church. He has more intimate con- 
tacts with young people than most have. They work 
with him. In the course of his work with them, the 
material which forms this book was threshed out. Then 
in the calm of a summer in the country, Bob put the 
material into shape. It is a wonderful book for 
Leaguers. Is there a way out of the present chaos? 
Gearhart says there is. He tells about it in this book, 
based on the way of our Lord Jesus Christ. Note some 
of the twelve chapter headings—Jesus’ Six Points; Three 
Essentials For a New World Order; The Price of 
Peace; The End of Friction and Rust. Great stuff for 
discussion and for topics development, for private read- 
ing and life’s direction. That is why the Educational 
Committee chose it for part of this Reading Course. 
Don’t miss it. 

—C. P. HARRY 


“Release,” by Frederick Schiotz, Augsburg Pub- 
lishing House, pp. 167. 

Release was more widely advertised than probably 
any other book the Augsburg House issued in 1935. It 
is written by a young pastor who was the first president 
of the Lutheran Student Association in America during 
his student days at St. Olaf. He served as a field secre- 
tary of the Student Volunteer Movement for one year, 
He is pastor of a large Lutheran congregation in Moor- 
head, Minnesota, a most popular Bible camp speaker, a 
leader in youth work in the Lutheran Church in 
America. This book is an enlightening description of 
genuine Christian experience—the bondage in which our 
souls are held, the means of our release, and the joy and 
fruitage of the released life. It is not a light book for 
an idle hour. It is a trenchant book for the serious 
Luther Leaguer. Its chapters afford excellent material 
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for discussion groups. It will be referred to frequently 
in the Topics Further Reading references. Every 
League should have a copy for its members, even if 
every member cannot have one for himself. See what 
it is about—the bondage of fear—of sin—of self; Release; 
The Grace of God; The Quiet Time; Guidance; Spring 
of Renewal; Release Through Fishing; In the Twentieth 


Century; Devotional Helps. 
— Cy, Py ELAR RY, 


“Christian Ethics For Everyday Life” by George R. 
Hovey, Association Press. XII, 189 pages. 

George H. Hovey is secretary of the American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Society. He is also director of the 
National Ministers’ Institute, for whom the Association 
Press has published the book. There are twelve chapters 
and a short bibliography. In these chapters nearly every 
phase of conduct is treated,—relations to God and man, 
duties to self and society in school and play, the neigh- 
borhood, the government, international life, the under- 
privileged, women and men, property and sex. Each 
chapter begins with several quotations from scripture. 
Brief paragraphs with bold face headings make it easy 
to find what is desired and easy to outline what has 
been treated and hold it in mind.~ The style is concise 
and concrete. Though the book is not long, much detail 
has been developed. Any one desiring sound and clear- 
cut advice on problems of ethics will find it easily in 
this book. 


“The Road He Trod” by Paul Zeller Strodach, Fal- 
con Press, New York, PP. XV, 148: 

This is a devotional book of seaching penetration. 
Based on going up to Jerusalem from Jericho on that 
last journey of our Lord’s which took Him to the cross, 
it searches our hearts and lives in our pilgrimage with 
Him and leads to deeper devotion and clearer under- 
standing of the Christian life. It consists of brief chap- 
ters of meditation on scripture of the Road Christ Trod. 
The scripture is not printed in full, only the preference 
is given so the reader can use his own Bible and read 
in English, German, Latin or Greek as he may prefer. 
In some instances in which the scripture is brief, the 
quotation is printed. The book is characterized by Dr. 
Strodach’s deeply devotional spirit and his delightful use 
of the English language. A treasure at any time but 
especially for Lent.—C. P. Harry. 


ACRES OF DIAMONDS 


A story is told that a person of old 

Heard tales of a wonderful land, 

Where one could with ease get as rich as he please,— 
Where wealth lay on every hand. 


He dreamed day and night of the wonderful sight 
Until greed burned like fire in his breast; 

So he sold all he had and in jealousy mad 

Set out on an ambitious quest. 


Each rumor he heard—each whispered word 
Sent him hither and thither and yon; 


And for long years and years, urged by hoping and fear 
He drove himself greedily on. ping €ars, 


You have heard how at length, with an old man’s spent 
strength, 

He returned weary, beaten, distraught, 

His old dooryard to find had long years been mined 

For the wealth that afar he had sought. 


The lesson’s quite true—that’s the way people do 
Seeking far, fertile valleys to roam; pe J 
Ever looking away for the treasures that lay 

In bounty abundant at home. 
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LEAGUE NEWS FROM EVERYWHERE 


NEW YORK 


The Eastern District Luther League of the State of New York 
held its annual winter rally on Friday evening, January 24th, in the 
First Lutheran Church, Schenectady, Rey. Herbert D. Shimer, D.D., 
Be eae te pe eden peavey ne zero weather and snow-laden 

o atten e ra rei joy i 
Se eae y, and greatly enjoyed the fine supper which 

The theme of the rally was ‘Missions,’ 
groups were formed after supper, one on Home Missions, led by 
Rey. Styles, of a Schenectady Home Mission Church, and one on 
Foreign Missions, led by Rev. R. J. Van Deusen, of Piestenkill. 

The entire group then assembled in the church auditorium for 
the worship service and main addresses. A vesper service was led 
by Rey. Shimer, followed by the roll call and distribution of the 

Lamp-Lighter,” our District publication. The report of the Presi- 
dent was read and accepted, with a recommendation incorporated 
therein regarding a District budget. 

Recognition was made of the death of William Grunow, of Zion 
Church, Pittsfield, one of our finest Leaguers. Mr. Grunow’s loy- 
alty to the Local, District, State and National Leagues, as evidenced 
by his attendance at the meetings of all these groups, will long be 
remembered by everyone. A notice of his death was recorded in the 
minutes of the Eastern District with sorrow. 

Rey. Dorr E. Fritts, Education Secretary of the 
spoke on the Pocket Testament movement. 

Rev. Theodore O. Posselt, D.D., brought us a general mission- 
ary address, and told o the need for mission work in all fields, 
stressing the fact that a person couldn’t be a Christian and not be 
missionary-minded. 

It was then our pleasure to hear from a China missionary, im 
the person of Rey. Charles Reinbrecht, who spoke on the new China 
project of the Luther League of America. Rev. Reinbrecht told us 
of the need for a church and community house included in our pro- 
ject, and brought before us the conditions existing in that country. 
His native Chinese clothes and the collection of curios made by the 
Chinese people were a source of great interst to the Leaguers. 

Our rally was brought to an end with the singing of the Luther 
League Rally Hymn and the benediction. 

The Intermediate rally of the Eastern District will be held at 
Central Church, Troy, Rey. L. N. Grandy, pastor, on Friday, Febru- 
ary 14th. Sister Pearle N. Lyerly, of New York, State Intermedi- 
ate Secretary, will be the speaker. The Eastern District is going 
forward with its flying squadron visits into the local Leagues. 
convention committee is being set up to entertain the New York 
State League in Albany during 1937. A spring banquet will be 
held in Albany during April. 

See you in Brooklyn—May 29th, 30th and 31st, 1936. 

MARJORIE M. GOTHA 


New York City District 


The winter convention of the New York City District Luther 
League was held on January 25th, 1936, in Calvary Lutheran Com- 
munity Church, 2407 Eastchester Road, Bromx, Rev. John E. Sjau- 
ken, pastor, beginning at four o’clock. The devotions were led by 
the members of St. Thomas’ League, a new member of our organi- 
zation. Rev. Sjauken welcomed us fittingly and gave us food for 
thought in his brief address on Aspiration, Inspiration, Persperation 
and Co-operation. 

Little business was discussed and passed upon. Reports from 
the various secretaries were read. The work of the District, from 
these reports, is continuing, slowly, but nevertheless surely. 

The point stressed during the educational part of our program 
was the Reading Course. Five books were selected by the Execu- 
tive Committee, one from each group in the prescribed books, and 
these were assigned to five Leaguers from different Leagues. On 
the floor of the convention these books were reported in fine and 
interesting ways. Miss Frances Hoschna reported on Matthew’s 
“Tew and the World of Ferment,’ Miss Elsie Schmidt presented 
Hovey’s “Christian Ethics For Daily Life,” Mr. Fred Ahrens took 
up Gordon’s “Quiet Talks With Eager Youth,’ Miss Violet Kuehner 
reported on “Kagawa” by Axling. “Green Light” by Douglas was 
the last of the five and was presented by Miss Olga Bendix. These 
reports merited the fine way in which they were received. 

At this time we were favored with a talk by President Clarence 
C. Stoughton, of Wagner College, whose topic was ‘‘Creative Read- 
ing.” President Stoughton instead of presenting his subject in a 
dogmatic or pedantic manner, demonstrated how reading could be 
creative when he gave us a rather full summary of “Anthony Ad- 
verse,’ throwing the spotlight upon many brilliant passages. Presi- 
dent Stoughton surely held the interest of all present by his masterly 

ress. 

. At a supper fellowship hour, a delicious meal was served by 
Calvary League. At this time the attendance banner was awarded 
to St. Thomas’ League for having the greatest percentage of their 


FSi i ttendance. 
members in attendan AUSTIN 1. P. BOSCH 
President, New York City District Luther League 


and two discussion 


District, 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Forty-third Annual Convention, Luther League 
. of Pennsylvania 


The 1936 State Convention is to be held in St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Wilkes-Barre, Tuesday, July 14th to Friday, July 17th, in- 
clusive. The convention theme chosen is “‘Whom Will Ye Serve?” 
Full details are not at this time available but will appear later in 
these columns and also in an advance issue of the State Bulletin. 


Poster Contest Planned. To stimulate interest in attendance at 
the Wilkes-Barre convention, every local League will be urged to 
have its members prepare posters suitable for use in advertising the 
convention—each District to in turn select its best for submission 


at the convention publicity exhibit, and picking of the best poster 
in the State. 

District Activities 
Allentown District held its annual Presidents conference in St. 
John’s, Nazareth, Saturday, January 18th and a missionary day 
vesper service in Muhlenberg College chapel on Sunday, January 26. 


Berks District—January to April inclusive are months in which 
the work of the missionary department is emphasized particularly in 
Berks District. Other news items include a report on a well at- 
tended District Departmental Conference on January 25th and the 
addition of 3 new Leagues to the District. 


Greensburg District’s annual pre-Lenten service was held Tues- 
day evening, February 25th, in Mt. Pleasant Lutheran Church, 
Rev: George T. Booth, pastor. This service is an annual event in 
Greensburg District and delegations from most local Leagues are 
in attendance. 


Harrisburg District joins the ranks of Districts opening the 
year with Departmental Conferences—January 25th being the date 
and Zion Lutheran Church, Harrisburg, the meeting place. Copies 
of current issues of the ‘‘Leaguers Outlook,’ issued by members of 
Memorial Senior League, Harrisburg, have just come in—the paper 
is issued weekly and is of material aid in maintaining League 
activities. 

Jchnstown District held its annual supper meeting in First 
Church, Johnstown, January 24th. Rev. R. Eugene Smith was the 
speaker—the banquet session included am orchestra and entertainment. 
Thcse present report a most enjoyable evening. 

A workers’ comference was held at Davidsville, February 20th. 


Northeast District has just issued a splendid anniversary num- 
ber of its enlarged District bulletin, ‘‘The Northeaster.” It covers 
every phase of League activity and is indeed a distinct credit to 
the District. A well attended conference of Presidents and District 
workers was held at Holy Trinity Church, Kingston, on Saturday 
February ist; afternoon sessions started at 2 P. M. followed by a 
supper meeting and a social evening. 


Philadelphia District—Earl C. Punchard, publicity chairman of 
the District and Mr. Herbert L. Puncherd, District President, 5239 
Walton Avenue, are keenly interested in exchanging information on 
League administration and affairs. The District is going through 
a most active year and membership is steadily increasing along with 
interest in District events. Plans are now under way for the spring 
convention to be held early in May. 


Upper Lehigh Valley District can claim to be well in the lead 
as to raising its China mission project quota. 50 per cent of its 
Leagues have either subscribed in full or in part. Other District 
Leagues take note! 


York District is planning well for the future and setting its 
dates well in advance—April 20th has already been chosen for the 
holding of the annual life service conference and June fourth for the 
annual outdoor service and hillside conference. A fellowship supper 
for Leagues of the District is also planned for May. 

Pennsylvania District Publicity Chairmen, Take Note!—An ex- 
change of District bulletins is now being conducted by your state 
chairman. Over half of the 17 Districts in the state are now mem- 
bers—if you have not sent your subscription (60 cents) for this 
service in, do so now or it you desire further information write the 
undersigned. 

MARVIN H. ECKARDT, Publicity Chairman 


OHIO 


Paul Renz, Brewster, State President, will speak at_a Mans- 
field District Luther League rally at the First Church, Mansfield, 
February 23. : f 

Plans are being laid by the Lakeside Committee to make full 
use of the two daily periods granted the State League at the Lake- 
side Summer School, late in July. The Luther League convention 
will not be held there this year. ; 

Talks by past leaders will feature the commemoration of the 
40th anniversary of the State League. The place and date have 
not as yet been decided. ; ; 

Miss Catherine Siebert was the master of ceremonies as station 
ZLL at Zion Lutheran Church, Middletown, presented ‘‘Amateur 
Hour’ on January 31, ai : 

Paul Renz, Hamma Divinity School Senior, was recently called 
as pastor at the church. nie 

Rev. Harry Rubenstein, missionary to the Jews, was the 
speaker at a meeting February 6 of the Miami Valley Federation of 
Luther Leagues, held at Germantown. | ; i 

Pages from the ‘Family Album” will be “turned” as the Fourth 
League of Springfield holds ‘Church Night” on February 21. ' 

Carveth Mitchell, Detroit, Hamma Divinity School middler, is 


isi he L 5 
advisor to the League ROVER G. IMHOFF 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA 
Ninth Annual Convention 

Ice, snow, rain, flu epidemics) and delayed buses all did their 
best to hinder the Georgia-Alabama Leaguers in the holding of 
their Ninth Annual Convention at St. James Church, Brunswick, 
February 7-9. ea. 

As an introduction to their generous hospitality, the delegates 
were served supper Friday evening by the St. James Intermediate 
League. While at this supper it was learned that the bus bringing 
Rev. Raymond D. Wood, the speaker for the evening and the con- 
vention chaplain, would be six hours late. The Executive Com- 
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mitte immediately went into conference and decided that Rev. (6 
A. Linn, Ph.D., President of the Georgia-Alabama Synod, be asked 
to preach the sermon. (Dr. Linn had played the part of a good 
Samaritan by bringing a car full of Ascension Leaguers to the 
convention.) Rev. Roy B. Setzer, pastor loci, conducted the serv- 
ice, which included communion for the delegates. 

discourse I Corinthians 


Dr. Linn used as the basis for -his i 
15:58, admonishing us to be steadfast because God has given us 
the victory through Jest) Christ our Lord. When we are faced 


with a task we are too prone to think first of our own capabilities 
and 2nd of the problems we are to face. This is the wrong way, 
he stated, just opposite from that given by St. Paul. Not because 
of any talents of our own, but because God has given us the 
victory. We need to form a_ definite resolution within our own 
heart and mind that we are willing to lay down our life for Jesus 
sake. “I beseech you brethren that you present yourselves a living 
sacrifice.’ Sacrificing what you consider the very making of your 
life. We must be prepared to say, “I will let my opportunity go 
and stand with the Lord.” 

The bus with the convention chaplain and Miss Winnie Butt, 
speaker representing the Luther League of America, also some eight 
Leaguers from Savannah finally arrived about 10:30 Friday night. 

Saturday morning Rev. Wood took his devotional theme from 
the 4th chapter of Exodus, wherein God told Moses to draw forth 
his rod. This rod although it was weak, rendered a great service 
in the hand of Moses. The life that truly serves is a life with a 
single aim. The serviceable life is the life of concentration, con- 
sideration and consecration. 

Miss Mary Johnson, Synodical President, formally opened the 
convention, and Miss Marjorie Niemeyer gave the address of wel- 
come with the response by Henry Jones, President of the Messiah 
League, Atlanta. Miss Mildred Gartelmann then presented the 
Pocket Testament Movement. 

The third session was devoted to the Juniors, opening with the 
Junior Rally Hymn and prayer by Benetta Waters of the Ascension 
League, Savannah. Miss Anna Beckmann, Georgia-Alabama Junior 
Secretary, read the scripture, using the convention scripture II 
Timothy 2:21. The St. James, Brunswick, Juniors presented the 
pageant ‘Choosing to Serve’ and Miss Winnie Butt told ‘“Why 
Every League Should Sponsor a Junior Luther League.” This ses- 
sion closed with the hymn “The Childhood of Our Church.” The 
stars awarded the Junior Leagues were Christ, Birmingham, gold; 
Ascension, Savannah, blue; St. Luke’s, Thunderbolt, red; and St. 
James, Brunswick, black. 


After lunch prepared and served by the ladies of St. James 
Church, the Intermediate session opened with devotionals by Miss 
Elsie Niemeyer of Brunswick. A playlet was then presented by three 
Savannah Intermediates, Misses Florence Catherwood, Edith King 
and Ruth Christiansen. This playlet portrayed the Life Service 
Department of the Intermediate League. Ascension League, Savan- 
nah, was awarded the Georgia-Alabama banmer for having attained 
the highest average. Seals from the Luther League of America 
were presented the Intermediate Leagues by Miss Ida Dasher, 
Georgia-Alabama Intermediate Secretary, and were as follows: Zion, 
Marlow and Ascension, Savannah, blue seals; Resurrection, Augusta, 
Holy Trinity, Springfield, Christ, Birmingham, St. Luke’s, Thunder- 
bolt, white seals; and St. Paul’s, Savannah, was awarded a certificate 
and red seal. Miss Martha Hahn, Ascension Intermediate, was 
awarded a Luther League pin for the best essay in the Georgia- 
Alabama contest on the Reading Course books. Miss Madeleine 
Shearouse told in an interesting manner about the missionary pro- 
gram of the Intermediate League. 


The St. James Leaguers had made exceptionally fine shell sou- 
venirs, and programs for the banquet which was held Saturday 
night. One of the Leaguers had painted a large picture, showing 
the head of Christ with a young man amd a young woman gazing 
upward at Him. At the end of the banquet jollification, Rev. Wood 
sang a hymn as a solo, putting the Leaguers into a mood of quiet- 
ness and reverence. Rev. Roy B. Setzer, the host pastor, then 
gave a meditative explanation of the picture, using as a theme, ‘‘Be 
Careless For Nothing.” 


At the service after the banquet, in the church, Chaplain Wood 
gave his delayed address on the convention theme, ‘“‘Sanctified For 
Service,” basing it upon Mark 8:25. ‘Do you want to know the 
secret to be fit for the Master’s use?” he asked. “Then look up.” 
Ii we as Christian young people could only learn to look up. The 
character of Jesus only reflects itself within the heart. People who 
live with Jesus grow to be like Jesus, Christlike—sanctified for 
service, Paul om the way to Damascus looked up, he had seen 
Jesus and from that day forth he lived in constant fellowship with 
his Master and we say now he was Christlike. Florence Nightin- 
gale’s motto was “I serve.” We now say of her how Christlike. 
Could anyone mistake you for Jesus? Everyone at some time or an- 
other has to choose between being ministered unto or ministering to. 


Miss Winnie Butt, Missionary Secretary of the Luther League 
of America, gave an interesting presentation of the Tai Tung Chen 
project. 

Sunday, morning devotionals by the chaplain opened the sixth 
session. Discussion groups headed by the various officers gave the 
Leaguers a chance to present their problems. 


At_the morning service, Mr. W. B. Clarke, of Savannah, com- 
pared Life Service with the ancient symbolical architectural work. 
At the installation service conducted by Rey. Setzer the following 
officers were installed: President, Herbert E. Heidt, Marlow; Vice- 
President, Miss Helen Kessel, Brunswick; Recording Secretary, 
Miss Annie B. Seckinger, Rincon; Corresponding Secretary, Miss 
Mildred Gartelmann, Savannah; Treasurer, Miss Mary Johnson 
Atlanta; Educational Secretary, Miss Frances Helmly, Rincon; Mis. 
sionary Secretary, Mrs. Harriet Eyler, Savannah; Life Service Secre- 
tary, Miss Esther Shearouse, Springfield; Intermediate Secretary 
Miss Ida Dasher, Marlow; Junior Secretary, Miss Anna Beckman. 
Savannah; and Press Secretary, Miss Marjorie Niemeyer, Brunswick. 


—MILDRED GARTELMANN 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


WHAT IS YOUR ACADEMIC DEGREE? 
Underline the correct answer. 

BLUE POINTS are dogs, etchings, oysters, ducks, 
pencils. 

TRUEPBIES crows on) trees, 
ground, on bushes, inside. 

A TYRO is a plant, a fish, an amateur, a bird, an 
angry man. 
BEAGLES are 
dances, ornaments. 

RASPUTIN was an explorer, an actor, a soldier, 
a priest, a king. 

“OLD FAITHFUL” is a horse, a beok, a {rain, 
a song, a geyser. 

A GOOBER is a ship, a nut, a half-wit, a cheese, 
a poor sport. 
SPITZENBERG “is 
Cape Horn, Norway. 
D. W. GRIFFITH is a motion picture director, 
an athlete, an actor, a preacher, a race-horse. 
Cathedral of ST. SOPHIA is in Rome, Paris, Con- 
stantinople. 

MONA LISA was painted by DaVinci, Raphael, 
Rubens, Whistler. 

The BASQUES dwell in the Aips, the Pyrenees, 
the Himalayas. 

CARMEN was composed by Wagner, Verdi, Bizet, 
Puccini, Herbert. 

LAW OF GRAVITATION discovered by Edison, 
Wright, Newton, Upchurch. 

ADRENALIN As 7a “sott drink, al drug. ae patent 
medicine, a tenor. 

EVANGELINE was written by Tennyson, Whit- 
tier, Longfellow, Bryant. é 
THYROID GLAND is in the spine, the throat, 
the brain, the ear. 


ST. GAUDENS was a town, a sculptor, a poet, a 
church, a bicycle. 


in the sea, under- 


musical instruments, dogs, nuts, 


near Cuba, Japan, Mexico, 


A NIBLICK is a weapon, a golf club, an insect, a 
dentist’s tool. 

TAJ MAHAL is an Indian prince, a mountain, a 
palace, a tomb. 


THE WORLD WAR began in Austria, Bulgaria, 
Serbia, Germany. 


A PEDUNCLE is a relative, a flower-stalk, a golf 
hazard. 


An EARWIG is a garment, an ornament, insert, a 
slang term. 


A HEDONIST is a balloon flier, lives for pleasure, 
lives in Asia. 


ICHTHYOLOGY is a science, a religion, an ex- 
tinct language. 


The answers to above will appear in next month’s 
issue. 


JUST A REMINDER 
Materials for promoting the China objective can be 


secured by writing to Headquarters, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 


(Continued from Page 9) 


Notebook 

Last month we suggested that you make a looseleaf 
scrapbook into which to put all the new ideas you find 
for work with your Juniors. Do this and you will find 
that very shortly this record will become very valuable. 
You can also include some of your best programs. 

This month start a page on “Easter” and put into it 
all the material you can find on Easter—poems, stories, 
pictures, etc. Next year you will be surprised to find 
how much this will help to enrich your program. 


Reminders 


ee China. Did you have a China program? Have you sent for 
Ling Tei Invites You to China’—10 cents from Headquarters? 
Have you contributed to the China objective? If you have not given 
a program as yet, plan for one. If you have the Juniors in Chinese 
costume, send us a picture. Did you study the book “Ling Yang’? 
Did you have a Chinese tea? 

South America. We are still receiving dolls dressed in South 
American costume as we write this (February first) so we will an- 
nounce the winner next month. It will be pretty hard to decide, 
for some of these South American dolls are fine. 

__ India. Note that the new series of missionary topics starting 
with April are on India. fs 

_ “Little Women.” Have your Junior girls enter this contest. 
This is one of the books of the Reading Course, too familiar to need 
much explanation. Circulate the book and have the girls make post- 
ters to illustrate same. Some of the five and ten cent stores at their 
book coumter have an excellent book of paper dolls in the costume of 
Amy, Meg, Beth and Jo. For the best poster received not later than 
April 30, we will award a copy of “Little Men.” 

Pocket Testament League. This is a step forward from our 
daily Bible reading plans. If your Juniors read their Bibles daily, 
and carry a Testament with them they can join this movement. You 
can secure inexpensive Testaments from the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York City. 


E-C-H-O-E-S 


(Note: If you want to get in this Echoes column, send in news 
of what you are doing.) 


This is some of the work which the Junior Leagues have 
been doing: 
New York. The State Secretary of New York asked for a re- 


port from the local Leagues, and some fine ones were received. 
are some items: 

St. Andrew’s, Brooklyn, meets twice a month with an average 

attendance of twelve. Held a rally on November 3. In October 
studied the life of Luther, and had special Thanksgiving study 
during November. Studied ‘“‘Around a Mexican Patio,’ and made a 
Mexicap house. Had Christmas study, and a surprise Christmas 
party given by the leaders. Are circulating ‘‘Jumping Beans,” 
“King Arthur,” “Little Women’ and “The Three Cornered Con- 
tinent.”’ 
i Zion, Syracuse, reports meeting every Sunday, with an average 
attendance of twenty, sending a basket of fruit to a sick member of 
the League, holding a Hallowe'en party, Luther study, helping 
with a Thanksgiving basket, studying Mexico, taking part in the 
Christmas program, sending a contribution to Tiding Over Home, 
Brooklyn, giving a Christmas card shower to a sick member, and 
sending four Christmas baskets. 

Holy Trinity, New York City, meets every Saturday morning, 
then have lunch at the church, and stay for Junior choir in the 
afternoon. The average attendance is twenty. They are studying 
Mexico, and a committee visited a Mexican exhibit. The Reading 
Course is being circulated. A Mexican fiesta to which the parents, 
Senior Leaguers, and Missicnary Society will be invited, is being 
arranged. The boys are making a stage, and a moving picture set 
up. The girls are dressing a doll for Mexico. The boys made a 
Christmas manger. The Juniors assisted in the Christmas pageant. 

Holy Trinity, Hollis, L. I., reports am average attendance of 
seventeen. A Hallowe’en party, study of Luther, helping pack a 
Thanksgiving basket, a Christmas party, with gifts sent to the 
children in the Lutheran Hospital, Brooklyn, and the circulation of 
the Reading Course are some of their activities. Mexico is being 
studied, and a Mexican village has been made by the Juniors. The 
Little Leaguers are cutting out pictures of dolls of other countries. 

From texas each month regularly comes an interesting report 
of the Junior activities there. Here are the last notes: 3 

Dallas: During December two devotional and business meetings 
were held, a large basket of fruit and a doll sent to a sick mem- 
ber, a Christmas tree party was held, with the children exchanging 
gifts, games and refreshments, awards made for church attendance 
and daily Bible readings which were made possible by a friend, 
newspapers were collected and sold, a booth decorated and operated 
by the Juniors at a bazaar, $7 contributed toward the church debt, 
Bible memory verses were learned, and a spelling bee planned. In 
January they sang in church as a choir on Missionary Sunday, made 
a South America doll, have a Tree Chart on which is recorded their 
work fro mmonth to month, are conducting a contest on daily Bible 
reading, church attendance, League attendance, and are keeping a 
choir record. A pretty busy group of Juniors! (So says the 
Junior Secretary.) d 

Galveston found the Bible topics of January and February very 
interesting. With appropriate songs from, the Children’s Hymnal 
and Bible readings they worked out a topic on “Little Things In 


Here 


Page Seventeen 


Our Bible.” Handwork included picture sheets, “Children of the 
Bible,” which were colored and added to their Bible booklets which 
have been kept for over a period of four years, and which now 
include trees, flowers and birds of the Bible, Bible questions, Bible 
history, etc. Bible games were enjoyed, and stories told from the 
book, “Stories Jesus Heard and Told.” The calendar months are 
being written in Bible verses—a verse for each letter of the name 
of the month. The best are selected and printed on the League 
calendar. (Amother busy group!—Junior Secretary.) 


Schroeder Juniors are busy with the 1936 topics and are cir- 
culating the books of the Reading Course. 


Shiner promoted a number to the Intermediate 
some new members will soon fill up the ranks. 


Victoria sent six little South America dolls to 
and follow out the program week by week. 


St. Stephen’s, Allentown, Pa., report Thanksgiving booklets and 
Christmas calendars made by the Little Leaguers, and the Juniors 
working on a Mexican Picture Map and a scrapbook on Mexico, 
and are planning for a marionette show, using a Mexican doll and 
story. At Christmas time they sent a box to Puerto Rico, and to 
the Junior League at the Good Shepherd Home in Allentown, whom 
they have adopted, and also sent candy to the home. 


Until next time, 


League, but 


Headquarters, 


Your Junior Secretary, 
x « 


HOW CAN WE MAKE OUR MISSIONARY 
MEETINGS MORE INTERESTING? 


(Continued from Page 3) 


lot more if the atmosphere is favorable and decorations 
are a wonderful factor in creating the right atmosphere. 

Have you ever tried a missionary hymn service? 
If you haven't try one sometime. Select several mis- 
sionary hymns and get the history of the author, the 
reason for writing the hymn, in fact gather all the data 
that you possibly can and give these parts to different 
Leaguers and let them present the facts about the hymn 
and then have all the League sing the hymn. 


Outside speakers, such as a member of the Women’s 
Missionary Society presenting the program, a returned 
missionary speaking to the Leaguers, motion pictures 
of the work being done in the mission fields, pageants, 
pantomimes and monologues are very good ways of 
presenting the missionary program to the youth of the 
church. There is such a wealth of material, that the 
U. L. C. in America publishes about our mission fields 
both at home and abroad, that if we just start to collect 
some of it we will have all the material we can possibly 
use at our League meetings. 


When you study about the inner missions work of 
our Church, try a program like this. Have a reader to 
explain each scene and have three or four scenes with 
different Leaguers portraying each scene, have a scene 
showing a group in an orphans’ home, how contented 
they are in a Christian home, a scene in an old people’s 
home and have the old folks chatting and working some 
fancy work and how happy they are to be among friends. 
Another scene is a room in a home in the slums where 
every one is sad and very unhappy until one of the 
inner mission workers comes in and brings cheer into 
that home with food and clothing and also with the 
story of Jesus’ love for them, one scene could be a room 
in a hospital and could show how the deaconesses serve 
as nurses and bring- relief to the sick and cheer to 
saddened hearts. 

May these few suggestions help you in making your 
missionary meetings the most interesting of the month, 
the one to which all Leaguers will look forward to with 
great interest and enjoyment. 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 


Three State Leagues have paid their dues in full 
for 1936. Thank you, 


West Virginia 
Florida 
New Jersey 


In accord with the action of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Luther League of America, we are pub- 
lishing a list of unpaid balances of the year 1935, 


DUES REPORT 
March 5, 1936 


Senior Intermediate 

Billed Paid Billed Paid 
Northern California fe $ 4.00 
Southern California 74, 1.60 
Columpia wDistnict sem ckirer f 3.70 
GCOMMECH CULE erctecccp ters leach: suste i 17.50 7 
RANGE cnnesvsyesoact ‘ $27.50 5.00 $5.00 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 2 10.70 
UT GUST a cpanaerelereretenetatersic tereners , 35.00 
Tnidiama: filers, cchseron ees cuever i 20.90 
OSV alae Ane tahel otonslossiera cv oucwsaesees pi 10.00 
USAIGAG 6 gan aoboaot a 11.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee n 5.40 
Mlassyilann dite eievevemus seer cueienereters js 40.25 46.40 8.10 
Miteliigrasaerive ometayers crsvtelesers 5 11.60 
IMGMMESOta, “stisieis-c sie ae e svete i 9.60 
Mississippi” eeyccre devo en ele ; 
Nebraskan keys tictessrcieia reyeline c 14.60 
German Nebraska ; 
3—New Jersey .......... F 136.25 35.00 35.00 
News York: fers atercerese eave d 94.85 121.70 6.30 
North  Carolina®, jen. «cs i 71.40 
LOR A ieke tess, ous Seren acer ere 4 33.20 
Pacific Northwest : 3.40 
Pennsylvanian nner 2,340.75 390.12 238.20 39.72 
Rocky, Mountain) ee esecr 20.0 
oubhe@ ayoliniaysey are 418.25 244.02 47.50 PU off?! 
Texas igoocnodaoucoodooQon 82.5 8.60 
\Wphatey Bo condonaepoanc 3 541.75 45.15 17.50 1.46 
1—West Virginia ........ 81.50 81.50 2.30 2.30 
\Wiigeoaciin  Soouandeoroane 82.00 17.60 

$7,026.75 $1,059.64 $803.40 $125.60 


REPORT OF THE CHINA OBJECTIVE 
February 29, 1936 


League Quota Senior Inter. Junior 

Northern California ......$ 36.00 
Southern California ...... 119.60 $ 5.00 
Gantadawrmimperismaisede anes an 50.00 
Columbia WDistrich es. nae. b 77.20 
Connecticut) ssn ese enees - 98.80 
WMlonidaw mcr sac mas Ais 44.00 
Georgia-Alabama a 141.60 4.46 
UNGACIS Gos owsoosnen moment 370.00 231.00 
Undianagmerrm nin aon coon 248.40 

OWiale cotanetereysusYoxssekeregsieiere oa se toZ-00 
Ransasanrusetesisscnte mie earce 80.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 75.60 
Manylaadateacerts sre rictorree peo 2.00 $2.00 
Michigan @eiricananekecciees 133.20 
IMannes@talmeha cieebcoes niacte b 74.00 10.00 
IMUSSISSID DY sm seyret cn ae 64.00 
Nebraska ccuenes Sopoc ZR 
ee Nebraskan veer. ss + 103.20 

Ew Jersey vcs craciciie veces 174500 17.00 12.00 : 
Newey Orie hm tierce veliete 852.40 : a 
NiogtbtGanolinamerniae nce 1,104.40 
ONO aencetaehtere Ghee 520.00 5.00 1.05 
Pacitiie Northwest “ocimenta. 46.80 
Pennsylvania ........ 13.81 1.00 
Rocky Mountain .. 
South Carolina 80.32 
Wexas: hiiie/fiea ouster ee 5.00 
Wireiniaaneriemieces 1.50 
West Virginia ...... . 
1—Wisconsin ........ Ae 128.40 128.40 


—_— <x 


$10,967.20 $546.49 $17.00 $5.05 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


OUTSTANDING DUES, 1935 


Southern California .... 
Tlinois 
Indiana 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Nebraska 
German Nebraska 
New York 
Ohio 
Rocky Mountain 


Senior Intermediate 
$ 3.60 
$ 70.00 16.50 
23.00 11.40 
22.25 2.10 
169.00 8.60 
39.25 7.10 
8.60 
33.00 1.60 
24.65 
19.50 
51.10 
WAAL: 
22.50 
$423.15 $123.31 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1st to February 29th, 1936 


Total Alumni 
Paid Gift 
League Quota to Date Sust. Cont. Mem’! 
Northern California.$ 25.00 $20.00 $20.00 
Southern California. 50.00 1.00 $1.00 
Columbia District .. 30.00 
Conmecticuty .an- ec. 35.00 
DOSEN 6 hadapsaac.5 20.00 5.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 50.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
1OMGCIE onan oon 150.00 9.00 4.00 $5.00 
ind taniceetaeeeseterere 70.00 y 
NO Wea vccretems cnet teceeges 60.00 15.00 10.00 5.00 
Feancaswe tse ere terete 30.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 25.00 ¢ 
Maryland 300.00 92.00 55.00 2.00 35.00 
Michigan 60.00 2.00 2.00 
Minnesota 70.00 1.00 1.00 
Mississippi 10.00 
German Nebraska.. 10.00 
Nebraska, seis eibereslers 110.00 5.00 5.00 y 
New Jersey ...... 25.00 28.00 15.00 8.00 5.00 
News Yorke scars -.» 400.00 78.25 46.25 12.00 20.00 
North Carolina ... 300.00 11.00 1.00 10.00 
OIG! sh. shvat ns ye -» 200.00 10.00 10.00 
Pacific Northwest . 20.0 
Pennsylvania ...... 1,315.00 163.00 65.00 58.00 40.00 
Rocky Mountain .. 10.0 
South Carolina .... 250.00 9.00 5.00 4.00 
Texas Ws ith gh monies 55.00 
Ebr Sonoda oane 170.00 17.00 15.00 2.00 
West Varginia on... 25.00 
Wascomsitiat.rncer ; 50.00 5.00 5.00 
Canacday mre <erspevels 1.00 1500 
$478.25 $261.25 $97.00 $120.00 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
For February, 1936 


‘NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 


CANADA, total 1 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT 
FLORIDA, total 1 


St. John’s Intermediate Luther League, 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 2 
ILLINOIS, total 5 
Charles Schroeder, by 
League, Chicago 
INDIANA 
IOWA, total 3 


Jacksonville 


North Austin Intermediate Luther 


St. John’s Luther League, Des Moines 
Mrs. A. J. Beil, by Rev. A. J. Beil 


KANSAS 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 15 


Sister Louise Klein, by Trinity Intermediate League, Baltimore 


Mrs. Elizabeth 


Columbia 


Renkel, by Luther League of District of 


Sister Louise Clare Schulz, by Luther League of District of 


Celembia w. J 
enry . Jaeger, 
Columbia 


Mrs. 


by Luther 


League of District of 


St. Paul’s Luther League, Washington, D. C. 

Messiah Luther League, Baltimore 

Miss Dora Lingle, by Christ Luther League, Baltimore 
Miss Luella E. Klug, by Christ Luther League, Baltimore 


Miss Margaret Tripp 
Mrs. J. G. Traver 


Trinity Luther League, Taneytown 
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MICHIGAN, total 1 
MINNESOTA, total 1 
MISSIPPI 
NEBRASKA, total 1 
GERMAN NEBRASKA 
NEW JERSEY, total 8 


WHY THEY DON’T GO TO CHURCH 


Some stay at home because it’s cold, 
And some, because it’s hot; _ 
And some because they’re getting old, 


Miss Margaret Schmoock 
Our Saviour Junior Luther League, Jersey City 


Terms Gamehe T. Tamke, by St. John’s Senior Luther League, 
Union City 


Grace Luther League, Camden 
NEW YORK, total 19 
Miss Anna Baxter 
Rey. K. Riebesell, by Christ Luther League, Little Falls 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. H. Shineman 
Miss Irene Schaefer 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 3 
Lucille Simpson 
OHIO, total 2 
St. John’s Luther League, Zanesville 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
PENNSYLVANIA, total 73 
Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse 
Miss Kathryn Ruth 
Peace Junior Luther League, Reading 
Miss Ruth E. Beyer 
St. John’s Junior Luther League, Phoenixville 


Rey. Hi. D2. Sell, by St. John’s Luther I ; Allentows 
Rev. Charles G. Beck Sori cies a 


St. Paul’s Junior Luther League, DuBois 
Miss Anna S._ Wagner 
Christ Junior Luther League, Shrewsbury 
Miss Ruth Schwenk 
Grace Senior Luther League, N. S., Pittsburgh 
Mrs. C. L. Stauffer 
St. John’s Junior Luther League, Northumberland 
Miss Isabelle Hoover 
Miss Kathryn Brown 
Mrs. James Harrison 
Mrs. Mary E. Longnecker 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 5 
Miss Wilhelmina F. Behlmer 
TEXAS 
VIRGINIA, total 5 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Strasburg 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Opequon 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Toms Brooks 
Mr. Hartley Mays 
Mr. Paul Mays 
WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN, total 1 
Redeemer Intermediate Luther League, Milwaukee 
Corrections 
St. John’s Luther League, Passaic, N. J., should read 
St. John’s Junior Luther League 
St. James Luther League, Cleveland, Ohio, should read 
St. James Junior Luther League 


And some because they’re not. 


Some stay at home to entertain 

And some to cook the dinners; 

And some, because they’re good enough 
And some because they’re sinners. 


Some stay away because their hat 
The milliner’s not finished ; 

And some because their liking 
For the minister has diminished. 


Some stay at home because their clothes 
Are looking old and shabby; 

And some because their special type 
Of piety is “flabby.” 


Some stay at home because they have 
A farm and lots of stock; 
And therefore cannot spare the time 
To gather with God’s flock. 


Some stay away because their beaux 
Care nothing for the church 
And some, because a ‘“‘special friend” 
Has leit them in a “lurch.” 


And some declare they don’t enjoy 
The singing of the choir; 
And others ’cause their fellow saint 
Aroused their wrathful ire. 


Some stay at home because they say 
The weather’s cold or rough; 

And ‘some to vent a little spleen, 
Because they’ve got a “huff.” 


Some stay away because they've long 
In single harness tarried ; 

And some because as they protest, 
They’re settled down and married. 


Some keep from church because they find 
The members ‘‘cold and funny,” 

‘Who never clasp them by the hand 
Unless they’re after money.” 


And some bewail with pious face, 
“The worldliness and sin 

That finds a lodgment in the church,” 
So never enter in. 


Alas! Alas! excuses grow 

To drive our thoughts from God, 

And turn us from the house of prayer, 

The place our Saviour trod.—Author Unknown. 
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TOPICS=SENIOR, INTERMEDIATE, JUNIOR 


SENIOR IOLICS 
Gheme for the month: ‘GOD REVEALED” 


April 5, 1936 
Palm Sunday 


HOW MAY I KNOW GOD? 
Isaiah 55:3-11 
(By Rey. Frank H. Clutz, St. Paul, Minnesota) 


Program 


Prelude 
Hymn: “O Worship the King” (No. 245 P.S.H.) | 
Call to Worship—-The ieee of the Vesper Service 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 8 ‘ 
ae “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” (No. 108 P.S.H.) 
Scripture: Isaiah 55:3-11 | 
The Apostles’ Creed in Unison 
Prayer x é 
Offering: “Lord for Tomorrow and Its Needs” (No. 233 P.S.H.) 
Topic Presentation 
yma “Abide With Me” (No. 346 P.S.H.) 
The Lord’s Prayer in Unison 

Aim: To discover ways in which I may come into close com- 
muniom with my Father in heaven. To learn how I may “practice 
the presence of God.” 


Introduction 
The topic for consideration does not call for a dis- 
cussion of the existence of God. That fact is assumed. 
We take it for granted that God is and that He has 


revealed Himself to man. Our interest is given to the 
ways and means by which we may know Him. 


Does God ever seem far away? His throne is in 
the heavens; He controls the heavens above; the earth 
beneath, the waters under the earth; He is all-wise and 
all-powerful. To many people God is very distant and 
very terrible. They know Him only as one who punishes 
and metes out justice. If God is so far removed from 
us, then it is difficult, if not impossible, to really know 
Him. 

God Is Near 

The prophet Isaiah, in the passage chosen for our 
scripture reading knows that God is near, “Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he 
is near.’ He is an ever-present Spirit in whom we live 
and move and have our being. He is closer than breath 
or than life. In the words of the poet: 


Lord of all being, throned afar, 
Thy glory flames from sun and star. 
Center and soul of every sphere, 
Yet to each loving heart, how near. 
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When do you feel that God is near to you? At what 
times in your life is His presence especially felt? Sev- 
eral men were asked to tell when they seemed to find 
God most real. These are their testimonies. 

A Lawyer—‘It is in the pauses of my work, those 
little interludes when the rush of things is quiet, when 
I look out of my window and realize the silent, steady 
power of nature; or when I have a moment to look up 
into the measureless sky full of stars; or when I see an 
act of pure, disinterested goodness—such as the little 
angels must run up and whisper into the ears of God 
to make Him happy; it is at such times that I have a 
real sense of God.” 

A Banker—‘“‘As you well know, I am ill at expres- 
sion in religious matters, my faith being very simple. 
I think that if everyone would every day do some kind 
act for some one other than themselves, the burden of 
the world would be lifted; and I try not to wait for oth- 
ers to begin. It seems to me that such practice leads 
directly to spirituality; that is, to an experience of God, 
who is known not in words but in deeds. The Kingdom 
of Heaven is next door, but we go the other way.” 
—(Quotations from “Things I Know In Religion” by 
Joseph Fort Newton.) 

(Discuss these statements and add others from the 
group.) 

God Is Three Persons 

The revelation of God has come to us in the Trinity. 
There are three manifestations of God in His relation- 
ships to men. Our faith in the Trinity is expressed in 
the articles of the Apostles’ Creed. We know God by 
His coming in three Persons. 

1. The Father—God has created and continues to 
preserve the universe. As Martin Luther explains the 
first article of the creed: “I believe that God has created 
me and all that exists, and that He has given and still 
preserves to me my body and soul.” All is dependent 
upon God. There are some who would say. that the 
universe is purely mechanical. That it came into being 
by chance or coincidence and that, once started on its 
course, it makes its way by its own initiative and power. 
When we see around us the wonders of nature it is im- 
possible to believe that they just happen. 


The marvelous works of the Father-God show us 
on every hand that He is in His world. “When I con- 
sider the heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and 
the stars which thou hast ordained.” “Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow, they toil not, neither 
do they spin.” God watches over all His creatures and 
provides for them. Do we feel His providential care 
for us? We know Him as a loving Father in heaven 
to whom we may look for every good and perfect gift. 

2. The Son—In Jesus Christ, the only begotten 
Son of the Father, we have a full revelation of God’s 
love. He came to earth to reveal the fullness of that 
love and to redeem men from their sins. The Son was 
with the Father from the beginning and came to earth 
to show us the Father. “He that hath seen me hath seen 
the Father.” We know God in Jesus Christ. He has 
made plain to us the nature of the Father, and taught us 
to say “Abba, Father.” (A listing on the blackboard of 
the ways Jesus shows us God may prove helpful.) 

3. The Holy Spirit—Many times we are inclined 
to feel that the Spirit is without very close relationship 


Scripture: 
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to our religious life. Yet, it is God in the Holy Spirit 
that gives us faith. Quoting Luther again, “I believe 
that I cannot, by my own reason or strength, believe 
in Jesus Christ or come to Him, but that the Holy 
Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me 
by His gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in the true 
faith.” 

We know God in the Spirit as the one who brings 
us to a knowledge of our sins and the need of a Saviour. 
He is the enlightener and the sanctifier. God sent His 
Spirit into the world to be the comforter and to work 
among men for the eventual salvation of every soul. 


God Is Love 
This is the most fundamental of all our faiths. 
Robert Browning said, “God is love, I build my faith 
on that.” All the revelations of God we have just con- 
sidered give us evidence of His love. We must know 
the love of God if we are to know Him. In I John 4:16 
we read “God is love, and he that dwelleth in love, 

dwelleth in God and God in him.” 


In seeking to know God’s presence we have no 
better way than to reflect His love in our lives. Robert 
E. Speer summed it up thus, ‘“Without initiative on God’s 
part and response on man’s, fatherhood and sonship lose 
their meaning.” God has taken the initiative from the 
beginning. ‘Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his son to be the propritia- 
tion of our sins.’”’—I John 4:9. What of our response to 
His love? How may we show that we have this same 
love? 

A Persian poet writes: 


No one could tell me where my soul might be, 
I sought out God, but God eluded me. 

I sought my brother out and found all three, 
My soul, my God, and all humanity. 


The pathway of loving service leads directly to God’s 
presence. It is in this way that many great Christians 
of the world have found God and have rejoiced in bring- 
ing Him to others. Think of Kagawa, the apostle of 
love, giving himself so completely in service and prayer. 
By seeing into the soul of the lowest man in the slums, 
he has come to know the Father’s limitless love. Other 
examples of this love in action are the lives of Phillips 
Brooks, Florence Nightingale, and Albert Schweitzer. 
(The group may add to this list. Show how many op- 
portunities we have to manifest Christian charity.) 


A life of love means a deepened sense of our son- 
ship. We are the sons of God and must use every op- 
portunity to realize the fullness of this truth. By loving 
others we may all draw closer to the Father of love. 


Reference 


Joseph Fort Newton: “Things I Know In Religion.” 
Toyohiko Kagawa: “Love, the Law of Life. 


April 12, 1936 
Easter Sunday 


THE GLORY OF THE RESURRECTION 
Philippians 3:8-12 
(By Rev. Frank H. Clutz, St. Paul, Minn.) 
Program 
Prelude 


Opening Hymn: ‘God Hath Sent His Angels” 
Versicles for Easter: (Page 18 PS. i.) HES i Carmien ot 


Sentence Prayers 
Hymn: “Christ, the Lord, Is Risen Today” (No. 82 PSH.) 
Philippians 3:8- 12 
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Topic Presentation 

Offering (Special Music) 

Closing Hymn: “Angels, Roll the Rock Away” (No. 88 P.S.H.) 
Lord’s Prayer, followed by silent prayer 


‘i Aim: To come into a fuller appreciation of the greatness of 
Christ’s victory over sin and death and its significance for all 
mankind. 


Introduction 

The crucifixion was over. The Son of Man had 
been placed on the cross between two thieves and there 
had died the death of a despised, convicted sinner. Those 
who were standing near had heard Jesus cry out in 
agony, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?” Then shortly, he uttered his last words, “Father, 
into Thy hands I commend my spirit.” Darkness set- 
tled down over the earth and enfolded those who had 
been nearest the Master. 


Christ’s Promise Forgotten 

Let us try to imagine that we were among those 
who had witnessed the crucifixion. Do you think we 
would have disappeared into seclusion with the others? 
Would we have thought the enemies of Jesus had tri- 
umphed? Is it probable that our hope based on his 
promises to rise again would have been crushed by the 
tragedy of Calvary? 

It was a discouraged and disheartened group which 
made its way down the hill from the crucifixion scene. 
Jesus’ disciples and loved ones had seen their Lord and 
Master die. Fear seemed to drive them into seclusion. 
It was night. It was a long night which lasted from 
Friday until the dawn on the first day of the week. The 
Sabbath went unobserved as far as the disciples were 
concerned. 

There have been other dark nights in history. Dark- 
ness settled down over Abraham when he was called on 
to sacrifice his son, Isaac. After Moses’ crime in Egypt 
he must have been in darkness while he was fleeing to 
a strange country. It was a dark night when Martin 
Luther was about to depart for the Diet of Worms, and 
when George Washington knelt in prayer at Valley 
Forge. (Suggest others.) The blackest night of all was 
when Christ was buried and lay in a borrowed tomb. 
To those who believed in him, all hope seemed turned 
to despair. Their cause seemed defeated and hatred had 
apparently triumphed. 

The promises which they now forgot had been made 
under varying conditions. (1) On one occasion Christ 
had questioned his disciples saying, “Whom say ye that 
I am?” Several answers were given until Peter offered 
his great confession, “Thou art the Christ, the son of the 
living God.” This was an excellent opportunity to pre- 
pare them for what was to come. Read Mark 8:31. 
(2) At a later date when Jesus had descended from the 
Mount of Transfiguration and had healed the epileptic 
boy, he told them about his coming death and resurrec- 
tion. Read Mark 9:30,31. (3) Again, a third time, he 
predicted the crucifixion as they were going up to Jeru- 
salem. Read Matthew 20:17-19. (4) On the night be- 
fore his death he promised another time to go before 
them into Galilee. Read Mark 14:26-28. 

When they had finally nailed him to the cross, 
these predictions vanished from their minds. All their 
thought was given to the terrible tragedy they had seen. 


The Dawning 
Every night is followed by a dawn. If this was the 
darkest night in history it was followed by the most 
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glorious of dawns. There was no sudden breaking of 
the day—like the dawning in the eastern sky, this dawn 
came gradually. 

The only persons who remembered the predictions 
which Jesus made were the Romans. They took pre- 
cautions against any deception by placing a guard at the 
tomb. Isn’t it strange that only the enemies bore in 
mind the Master’s promise to rise again? 
sons for this.) 

Gradually the glory of the triumph over death and 
the grave shone forth. There are many places where 
darkness still hides the glory. Night continues to cover 
much of the earth. How we rejoice that the dawn did 
come. “In the end of the Sabbath as it began to dawn 
toward the first day of the week.’—Matthew 28:1, This 
dawning marked, not only the dawning of another day, 
but the dawning of a new and glorious morn. 


(Discuss rea- 


Let us consider the significance of this dawning. 

1. It began to dawn for the early visitors. The 
Marys came bearing spices with which to anoint his 
body. Their faith in his power to overcome death was 
submerged in their tribute of love. One thought ab- 
sorbed them—how would they roll away the stone from 
the door of the tomb? (Do not men often allow mat- 
ters of secondary importance to occupy first place?) 

As they approached the tomb they saw that the 
stone was already rolled away and the door was open. 
The angel spoke, “Why seek ye the living among the 
dead? He is not here, he is risen.” They were re- 
minded of the promise he had made and the truth began 
to dawn. Their reactions were varied. There was a 
mixed feeling of wonder, fear, and great joy. (Com- 
pare their responses to those which men make today 
when they hear the gospel truths.) 

2. It began to dawn for the disciples. The first 
visitors had hurried to tell the disciples about this won- 
derful experience. In Luke 24:11 we read that “these 
words appeared in their sight as idle talk; and they dis- 
believed them.” (Is not this characteristically human?) 

Peter and John went to the tomb to see with their 
own eyes if the reports were true. Slowly the dawn 
came. The risen Christ appeared to them on the way 
to Emmaus, at Jerusalem, and in Galilee. Finally their 
faith shone forth brightly in full radiance. Even Thomas 
who doubted and insisted on evidence came to testify, 
“My Lord and my God.” Peter’s sermon on Pentecost 
is proof that the resurrection fired him with faith and 
power. (Is not the change effected in these lives con- 
vincing proof of the resurrection?) 

Dr. Plummer says that the gospel accounts all agree 
in these important particulars: 

a. The resurrection itself is left undescribed. 

b. The manifestations were granted to disciples 
only, but to disciples wholly unexpectant of a resurrec- 
tion. 

c. They were received with doubt and hesitation at 
first. 

d. Mere reports were rejected. 

e. The manifestations were granted to all kinds of 
witnesses, both male and female, both individuals and 
companies. 

f. The result was a conviction, which nothing ever 
shook, that “the Lord had risen indeed” and been pres- 
ent with them. 
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3. It began to dawn for the world. The resurrec- 
tion of Christ marks a new era in the world. This event 
puts new meaning into the mortal life of man. The 
dawn of eternity is revealed here. The Risen Christ 
signifies a victory over the powers of sin and death the 
like of which there is none. 

The world changed because of this dawning. The 
first day of the week becomes the day of worship. Time 
is divided into B.C. and A.D. Women and children are 
lifted from degradation and neglect, every cause for good 
is attributable to this dawn. (Suggest other changes 
due to the coming of Christ.) 

4. It is a dawn for each believer. Because of this 
event, I am assured of a victorious life. “O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” He 
is the first-fruits of them that are asleep. 

The dawn may sometimes be gray, but faith is able 
to dispel the haze. The dawn for the believer has just 
begun. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him.” The full light 
of day will come when we, too, know the glory of the 
resurrected life. 


Reference Material 


Joseph Stump: ‘The Christian Faith.” 
Otto Borchert: ‘‘The Origimal Jesus.’ ; 
Borworth: “The Life and Teachings of Jesus.” 


April 19, 1936 
First Sunday after Easter 


ENLIGHTENED BY THE SPIRIT 
John 14:25 
(By Rev. Frank H. Clutz, St. Paul, Minn.) 


Program 


Quiet Music 

The Invocation 

Hymn: “Saviour, Breathe An Evening Blessing’’ (No. 341 P.S.H.) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 27 

Hymn: “Come, Gracious Spirit’? (No. 104 P.S.H.) 

Scripture Reading: John 3:1-13 

Directed Silent Prayer 

Hymn: ‘‘Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire’ (No. 106 P.S.H.) 
Presentation of the Topic 

Offering: “‘Take My Life and Let It Be’ (No. 278 P.S.H.) 
Closing Prayer 


Aim: To reach a fuller understanding of the Person of the 

Holy Spirit and His work. 
Introduction 

In our spiritual life there is no more important 
activity than that of the Holy Spirit. Yet, how many 
of us really know what is the function of this third 
person of the Trinity. The very word, Spirit, has some- 
thing about it which suggests to many that which is 
mysterious, without form, and of the other-world. The 
presence of the Spirit is, nevertheless, as real as that 
of the Father and the Son. Usually we devote the 
greater share of our thought to the Father and the Son, 
but without the work of the Spirit they would mean 
nothing to us. If the Spirit is shut out of our lives, we 
are lost. 

Reference is made in the first discussion of this 
series to the way in which God reveals himself in three 
persons. The second discussion was given to Christ’s 
resurrection and now we come, thirdly, to a considera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit and his place in the life of the 
Christian. 

Who Is He? 

We profess our faith in the Spirit in the words of 

the Nicene Creed, “He proceedeth from the Father and 
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the Son, and with the Father and the Son together is 
worshipped and glorified.” When Jesus was about to 
leave the disciples he promised them that the Father 
would send them another Comforter in the person of 
the Spirit. Thus he is co-eternal with the Father and 
the Son. God is three persons who have the same 
essence, but manifest themselves in different ways. 

The Holy Spirit is personal and not simply a power 
or influence. This fact is shown in the many times he 
is designated by the personal pronoun, and he is re- 
ferred to by name in Christ’s command to baptize “in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” The relationship which the persons have with 
each other in the Trinity is a mystery. We cannot ex- 
pect with our finite minds to understand fully the nature 
and ways of the Infinite. Nor is it necessary that we 
fully comprehend the ways of God. (Show how many 
mysteries there are in life.) 

Jesus has shown us the key to understanding the 
Spirit. When Nicodemus could not understand, Jesus 
likened the Spirit to the wind. We do not know where 
it has been, where it is going: we cannot control it, nor 
can we see it. Yet we know it by the things it does. 
(The appeal to experience.) 

We must study the Spirit in the way he manifests 
himself. In II Peter we read that the prophets were 
men who “spoke from God, being moved by the Holy 
Spirit.’ The full revelation came at Pentecost when 
the Spirit was poured out and thousands were brought 
to faith in Christ. We see the effects of his presence 
in the lives of believers since that day; also; in the 
growth and progress of the Christian Church through 
the centuries. 


What Does He Do? 

Let us think for a few moments of the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Review the statement which Martin Luther 
makes as he explains the third article of the Apostles’ 
Creed. (Summarize in your own words.) 

Simply stated, the Spirit brings the salvation accom- 
plished by Jesus Christ into our hearts. Christ died for 
us on Calvary, but the Holy Spirit makes possible in 
us a saving faith. That which was done on our behalf 
is by the Spirit appropriated to cur use. 

Salvation comes to us when we are baptized in the 
name of the Triune God. But there is never a time when 
we may not be lost through sin and error. We must 
grow in grace and strive to become more perfect as our 
Father in heaven is perfect. (What are some of the ob- 
stacles which hinder the Christian’s growth?) 

Life is sometimes called a battle because there is 
so much struggle between our higher and lower im- 
pulses. There are in our hearts these opposing forces 
which pull us and draw us down. Some strive for good, 
others evil; some for love, others hate; some for greed, 
others generosity. This conflict is constantly present 
in the Christian life and we are faced with choosing the 
straight and narrow way of the Spirit or the wide and 
broad path of the flesh. 

Paul tells us in Galatians 5:16,17 to “walk by the 
Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. For 
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit and the Spirit against 
the flesh: for these are contrary the one to the other.” 
This was no new discovery on the part of Paul. Man 
has from the beginning been inclined to love darkness 
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rather than light. In his darkened state he needs to be 
enlightened by the Spirit. 

Think of how men have struggled with the tempta- 
tions that have come to them. How often they yield! 
Adam yielded and hid for shame, Moses killed the 
Egyptian and then fled, David desired another man’s wife 
and resorted to shameful plotting, Augustine tells of his 
struggle to rise above the evils he had known, and 
Luther tells of the battle he waged against the. powers 
of Satan. (Ask the group to name ways in which the 
world and the flesh offer temptations today.) 

Human nature is open to the influence of the Spirit 
as well as that of the flesh. In the power of the Holy 
Ghost we may win a victory. 


What Is the Way to Victory? 

We need to be concerned about the outcome of this 
struggle for it is of first importance. This is life’s 
greatest battle because the soul’s eternal welfare is de- 
pendent upon its outcome. Furthermore, this is life’s 
greatest battle because of its duration. The end comes 
only with the end of life on this earth. 

The process by which we strive for victory is sanc- 
tification. This is not complete ina day. Martin Luther 
writes, “The saints and the elect of God cannot perform 
that which the Spirit desireth. For the Spirit would 
gladly be altogether pure, but the flesh being joined unto 
the Spirit, will not suffer that. Notwithstanding, they 
be saved by the remission of sins, which is in Christ 
Nessie 

The Holy Spirit guides us along that way which 
leads us into a fuller and richer communion with the 
Father and a more complete surrender to Jesus Christ. 

Dr. J. A. Singmaster lists the order of salvation as 
it is accomplished in the heart and life of believers under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit: 

1. The Call—The Spirit calls us through the Word. 

2. Repentance and Faith—Sorrow for sin and prayer 
for pardon. Faith in the power of God to for- 
give by His grace. 

3. Justification—Forgiveness granted 
Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf. 

4. Regeneration and Conversion—A new birth which 
makes new creatures. 

5. Sanctification—A continuous growth which _ in- 
volves the putting off of the old man and the 
putting on of the new man in Christ Jesus. 
“The Christian lives by dying and dies by 
living.” 

This process cannot be accomplished without the 
Spirit. We need to cultivate his presence and strive 
for the fruits of the Spirit in our lives. They are the 
things which endure, namely, love, joy, and peace. The 
instruments of the Spirit which will help us to the vic- 
tory we cherish are the means of grace, the Word of 
God and the Sacraments. They are the channels through 
which the Holy Ghost works. The Church is rightly 
called the Spirit’s workshop. 

Many testimonies have been given as to the victory 
achieved through the power of the Spirit. Charles G. 
Finney says: “As I turned and was about to take a seat 
by the fire, I received a mighty baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. No words can express the wonderful love that 
was shed abroad in my heart. I wept aloud for joy and 
love; and I do not know but I should say that I liter- 


because of 
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ally bellowed out the unutterable gushings of my heart.” 
Mrs. Jonathan Edwards tells this: “Last night was the 
sweetest night I ever had in my life. I seemed to my- 
self to perceive a glow of divine love come down from 
the heart of Christ in heaven into my heart, in a con- 
stant stream, like a stream or pencil of sweet light. I 
think that I felt each minute was worth more than all 
the outward comfort and pleasure that I had enjoyed 
in my whole life put together.’ (Discuss these and add 
others.) 

In addition to the Word and the Sacraments which 
are objective means of fellowship with the Spirit, we 
have also subjective channels. Prayer is a source of 
strength on which we should always rely. In our daily 
lives we should devote ourselves to those virtues that 
are Godly. “Whatsoever things are just, true, pure, 
lowly, true, of good report, think on these things.” 

Enlightened and strengthened by the Spirit of God 
we may come to the end of our days here and say, “I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of life.” 


Reference 
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April 26, 1936 
Second Sunday after Easter 
OUR MISSIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA 
Isaiah 60:1-5 
(By Rev. Alfred J. Beil, Des Moines, Iowa) 
If the cause of foreign missions is not maintained as 
a real dynamic of our Church’s life, the highest spiritual 
impulses will disappear from our own Christian lives and 
from our churches. A Christian Church must be mis- 
sionary. One of the goals of the Luther League is to 
be missionary-minded. 
British Guiana—A Very Old Church and New Op- 


portunities. Here we deal with nations, Indians and 
East Indians, with growing opportunities especially 
among the East Indians. The Ebenezer Lutheran 


Church of New Amsterdam, British Guiana, founded by 
the Dutch Lutherans, 1743, continues its good work as 
the center of our mission. The Indian work at Ituni 
on the Berbice River has been revived under a new 
leader. Great opportunities are also opening for us 
among the East Indians. 

South America—A Mission In a Great Republic. In 
the Argentine we find a field of great spaces and open 
hearts. The many churches, a growing national college 
and thousands of our Lutheran people depending upon 
us, make up the mission in the Argentine. Fourteen 
years of our Church’s work show fair progress among 
the people of Buenos Aires and the adjacent towns in 
the Argentine. To maintain these fields it costs the 
Church $711,000 a year. 


A Catechism On South America 

(1) Do the people on the South American continent 
know of God? Yes. In most of the countries of South 
America the people belong to the Roman Catholic 
Church. This faith was brought to them from Spain 
four hundred years ago. (2) Why should we send mis- 
sionaries to a country where the people worship the true 
God? The Roman Catholic people are not allowed to 
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read the Bible. They know only what the priests tell 
them and are not taught the whole truth. Many thous- 
ands have left the church and believe nothing. (3) In 
what part of South America does the Lutheran Church 
We have two missions, one in British Guiana 
They are 3000 miles apart. (4) 
Buenos 


work? 
and one in Argentina. 
What are the main cities in which we work? 
Aires, the capital of the Argentine Republic, and New 
Amsterdam in British Guiana. (5) What kind of people 
live in British Guiana? Mostly South American Indians. 
Some East Indians work on the sugar plantations. (6) 
Does “Under the Southern Cross,” a pageant, give us a 
fair picture of the Roman Church? Our contacts with 
the Roman Church, in a country where it is a minority 
religion, gives us no conception of the Roman Church 
in South America. Why are 99 per cent of the students 
in South American universities agnostic or atheist? Be- 
cause with education comes disillusionment as to the 
superstition taught in the name of the Church. Mrs. 
Copenhaver has been very gentle with the Roman 
Church in the pageant, compared with most students of 
the situation. If the Roman Church had been what it 
should be, perhaps there would be little call for evan- 
gelization. The progress made in South America by 
Protestantism has been in the face of persecution and 


unblushing bigotry. 


Friendship With Our Lutheran Church 
in South America 

At a convention attended recently, one of the mem- 
bers of the conference suggested that the use of the 
word Benevolence was not very effective in arousing 
interest for extending the blessings of Christ. He went 
on to suggest that we only respond to the claims of 
Christ when we see and feel the needs of humanity 
around the world in terms of seeing them as brothers 
and friends in need among our relatives, among our 
school acquaintances, among our business associates 
and among our closest neighbors. 


To characterize our relations with the people in our 
mission fields in British Guiana and Argentina, I should 
like to use the word Friendship. We are making friends 
of our South American neighbors through the evangelical 
truth of the gospel. We already have hundreds of them 
in our established Lutheran congregations and schools, 
and there are many others whom we may claim as 
friends in Christ south of the equator. 

That the Luther League is supremely sincere about 
friendship with the youth of the world, is evidenced by 
the concrete missionary objectives reached: 


Andhram College)  Tiadia © < stew cieipiersislcrele ister clelersicysrel- $30,000.00 
Luther League Hall, Buenos Aires ............ 12,500.00 
Educational Building, Puerto WRACO: cota, scovs eauene oe 25,000.00 
Ihe SSmikeinp 6 ooonsodanon Soo dona obonooc aan 15,000.00 

$82,000.00 


A Long Step Forward For the Two Americas 

Our representative newspapers are right in saying 
that there surely was small comfort in late Calvin Cool- 
idge’s masterly address at the recent Pan-American Par- 
liament in Havana, for those critics who seek to make 
trouble between the United States and its southern 
neighbors, by imputing motives of imperialistic aggres- 
sion. Our constructive interest was made very manifest 
by the address, in all the various movements designed 
to unite the American republics in still closer bonds of 
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The rapid extension of rail- 


friendship and good will. 
water transportation, the 


road lines, improvement of 
building of great highways between the two Americas, 
and now the proposed aeroplane routes all are to play a 
most important part in the new Pan-American relation- 
ship during the next few years. Not since the days of 
Henry Clay and the younger Adams, has the United 
States appeared before the Central and South American 
republics and with such wide open arms. How fortunate 
it was that the President was able to go to Havana in 
person, and take with him so able and distinguished a 
body of delegates, as will give our new South American 
friends to understand that we hold them worthy of the 
very best we have, in conference and wise planning. 
Our Luther League Hall movement 1s therefore most 
timely By Dr. Charles Fry. 


Two Spanish Theological Graduates 

Another favorable new move which we are happy 
to report, was the arrival in the United States in 1928 
of two Spanish theological graduates from our Buenos 
Aires seminary in Luther League Hall, on their way to 
take a post-graduate course in Wittenberg College, 
Springfield, Ohio. They are Messrs. James Soler and 
Jonas Villaverde. This is a most commendable innova- 
tion in our mission policy, based on the principle that 
for the success of our work in South America, a native 
ministry is absolutely essential, to co-operate with the 
men and women imported from our country. When the 
ministers in a South American mission consist only of 
North Americans, the hostile priests tell the people who 
made up the audiences, that these North American mis- 
sionaries are the secret agents of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, or other northern millionaire corporations, sent 
to exploit the mineral resources of the southland for 
foreign profit. Thus the minds of the hearers are pre- 
judiced against the gospel message they bring. But if 
it be brought to them also by men and women born and 
bred in their own community, whom they personally 
have known all their lives, and whom they implicitly 
trust, the effect is altogether different. 


Confirmation and Reformation Services 
In the Argentine 

The differences between the United States and Ar- 
gentina that everyone ought to be aware of, ‘with a little 
reflection, is the fact that when it is summer north of 
the equator it is winter south of it, and vice versa. But 
this patent truth seemed to surprise most of the people 
to whose attention it was called. This situation produces 
changes in customs to which we must become adapted. 
Our church work is not altogether unaffected by this 
situation either. The harvest time for our churches at 
home is the Easter and Pentecost seasons chiefly. Hence 
our school children, who during the winter months at- 
tend school, also prepare themselves for confirmation, at- 
tending catechetical classes during the same period. 


Now in the Argentine, the school year begins with 
the month of March and lasts until the end of Novem- 
ber. Catechetical classes begin with the opening of the 
school year. What season of the church year shall be 
chosen as confirmation time, that will best work in this 
situation? Why the Reformation season, of course. 
A season admirably adapted to the education of a nom- 
inally Roman Catholic people, in the history of the life 
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and work of Martin Luther, in a series of special serv- 
ices, the climax of which may be the confirmation of 
the catechumens and reception of other new members. 
Hence, since 1925 this custom has been established and 
followed annually. 

Our series of special services in Buenos Aires began 
this year on Wednesday night, October 30th. Rev. P. 
O. Machetzki began the series with a wonderfully in- 
structive sermon on the life and work of our notable 
Reformer. Thursday night of the 31st, the 412th anni- 
versary of Luther’s nailing of the 95 theses on the church 
door at Wittenberg, Rev. Armbruster, pastor of the 
church, examined the confirmands publicly and preached 
the sermon, Friday, All Saints’ Day, and a national 
holiday in the Argentine, Rev. I. Guzman had charge 
of the service held in the morning instead of the evening. 


A Historic Lutheran Church In South America 

The organization of the congregation of Ebenezer 
Lutheran Church took place on October 15, 1743. Its 
original members were Lutherans from the Netherlands 
or as they described themselves, they were colonists who 
“held to the unaltered Augsburg Confession of Faith.” 

For one hundred years this congregation was served 
by Dutch pastors sent out from the Netherlands. This 
century had been one of continuous struggle and had 
been filled with great discouragements. The first twenty 
years had been typical. Of the three ministers who 
served this congregation during the period the records 
say: “The first and second of our clergymen died shortly 
after their arrival in the colony; the third fled the coun- 
try at the time of the slave revolt in 1763, without giving 
notice of his intention.” 

The last pastor to serve the church before it was 
turned over to the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
General Synod, was Rev. J. R. Mittleholzer, who went 
there in 1878. Since then, Rev. Ralph J. White was 
sent out. Rev. White labored for eight years in this 
field consolidating and strengthening the forces of this 
field, and placing the mission on a secure foundation. 

Until recently Rev. Robert Daube has been the 
missionary in charge, and has directed a splendid work 
among negroes, East Indians and aboriginal Indians, 
conducting schools and witnessing to the Lutheran faith 
that has been so nobly confessed in this colony for now 
almost two hundred years. At the present time Rev. 
R. H. Daube is on furlough in America. His address is 
5823 Maryland Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

This congregation is possibly the oldest Protestant 
congregation on the South American continent, and is 
now one of the family churches known as the United 
Lutheran Church in America. 


Ebenezer Senior Luther League, New Amsterdam, 
British Guiana, 15th Anniversary Celebrations 
The League’s history tells a tale of repeated ups and 

downs but of continued progress through the years. 
There were times when, as Rev. DeJerus recalled, the 
interest was so low that to continue seemed useless. 
But the members persevered and gradually the organi- 
zation gained its footing. As the years passed the 
society became better established and by 1929 boasted 
of a membership of 150 and embarked on a splendid 
program of youth welfare. Rocks showed up early in 
1931 and the League was almost wrecked upon them, 
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but the ship weathered the storm and is ploughing 
ahead again. 

During its fifteen years, the League has achieved 
several significant things. It has founded three sister 
Leagues, one at Maria Henrietta, up in the jungles of 
the Berbice River, and a Junior League and a Little 
League in New Amsterdam. It has sent three young 
men to the United States to study he minisry, namely, 
Rey. Eugene DeJerus, Mr. Aubrey Bowen, and Mr. Pat- 
rick Magalee. In the meanwhile, it has gained the honor 
of being the oldest Luther League in South America. 


Notes From British Guiana Mission—1933 

On the British Guiana field the year 1933 was one 
of great financial difficulty. The Board’s reductions in 
the budget and the drop of the exchange value of the 
American dollar reduced the income of the mission ap- 
proximately 40 per cent over that of the fiscal year 
1932-33. 

All of the church organizations functioned more or 

successfully with special mention of the Junior 
Luther League which increased its membership to sixty- 
four. The Christian Life Course was instituted in the 
Sunday School with great benefit. 

Under the leadership of Ebenezer Church, the New 
Amsterdam Y. M. C. A. had another successful year, 
making itself felt for good among two hundred of the 
young men of the community, influencing them phy- 
sically, mentally and spiritually. 

The Industrial School classes in woodworking and 
drawing continued under the management of the mis- 
sionary and at the expense of the government, with an 
enrollment of 100 boys from the elementary schools of 
New Amsterdam and vicinity. 

The printshop was developed and is becoming an 
increasingly profitable business, the returns being turned 
over to the mission treasury. One of the unique features 
of the shop is that several members of its staff also serve 
the mission in Sunday School and evangelistic work. At 
the same time they are training under the missionary 
for more useful service. 

The Training Course for Mission Workers finished 
its second year with an enrollment of six. 


less 


Conclusion: A quarter of a century ago two nations 
cast the statue of the Christ of the Andes from the 
cannon that had been used in the wars. Today with its 
message of international good will it gives to the waiting 
world these words: “Sooner shall these mountains 
crumble to dust than Argentina and Chile break the 
peace which they have pledged at the feet of Christ the 
Redeemer.” 

God in His mercy toward the children of men has 
given us the jewel of all precious jewels. He gave His 
only Son that all who believe might have eternal life 
and might have it more abundantly. From this Son we 
received the command to go to all the world and preach 
the gospel. What then shall we do with those who are 
waiting in South America? May we speedily place with- 
in the setting the light of God’s Word. 
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THE APRIL INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 


April 5, 1936 
TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 
Matthew 21:1-11 
The Topic 

Wouldn’t you have been thrilled to have been in the 
company of the multitudes that went with Jesus in tri- 
umph into Jerusalem? Try to imagine the great joy and 
loud singing with which it was done. For a moment 
everybody was happy in the hope that their King was 
on His way to His earthly throne and reign. It’s true 
that the people’s joy and singing and hope later changed 
to sorrow, to shoutings of “Crucify Him!”, and to de- 
spair. But that was not Christ’s fault. It was all the fault 
of the people. They had misunderstood and misinter- 
preted His mission as King. Are we like them today? 

In order to see cleatly in our minds the deep mean- 
ing of Christ’s triumphal entry and the deep mystery of 
the people’s conduct afterwards, we must not think of 
what happened then without thinking of what is happen- 
ing now. For Christ is still and ever will be riding in 
triumph. So long as there is one soul rejoicing in Christ 
there will be a “victory parade” for Him. But there 
is more than one soul today that’s joyful and singing 
and hopeful. And there ever will be. But why aren't 
there more? 

The Meaning of Christ’s Triumphal Entry Is Clear. 
It is the divine invitation to the world to join hands and 
voices and hearts in receiving and crowning His Son 
its King Eternal. : 

The Mystery of the People’s Conduct Afterwards Is 
Also Clear. It is the human expression of fear and fickle- 
ness under worldly strain. We just can’t somehow stay 
close to Jesus and live among His enemies at the same 
time, without losing contact with Him in the press of 
our inner conflicts and the outward crowds. 

Like those who accompanied Christ in person we to- 
day go as far as the gates leading to Jerusalem, but we 
falter in our going with Him through Jerusalem. The 
supreme test of our loyalty comes, not on the way to, but 
on the way through Jerusalem. And why? 

1. Because we are foot sore. At seminary we were 
taught that to win souls the preacher must wear out 
soles, meaning that he must wear out a lot of shoe 
leather visiting his people and the unchurched if he 
would keep souls saved and win others. To keep follow- 
ing Jesus in His triumph requires a lot of physical en- 
ergy. We dare not allow ourselves to become “foot 
sore.’ And we won't if we would only keep our eyes 
fastened on our blessed Lord struggling up Golgotha’s 
awful hill bearing His own cross. But here comes the 
rub. So long as there are palm leaves for us to strew 
under our feet we'll joyfully follow along, but when the 
thorns of ridicule and inward fear begin to prick the 
tender soles of our feet, we falter and fall back from 
following after. 

2. Because we are mind sore. To put it in plain 
words we are easily made ashamed of Jesus. Why? 
Because He saw fit to choose so lowly and meek a man- 
ner, as riding on a donkey, in letting the world see Him 
as its King. Because in His poverty He was compelled 
to borrow the donkey. And because of the mystery 
surrounding the manner in which Jesus ordered His dis- 
ciples to borrow the animal. 
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Palm Sunday, Easter, 
Confirmation, Missions 

In other words, the prophecy of Isaiah (Isaiah Oi 
1-5) had come true. “There is no beauty that we should 
desire of him.” What was there in all this picture to ex- 
cite the mind to show just pride in Christ’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem? What a contrast between Christ’s 
poor and ordinary entrance into Jerusalem as compared 
to that of many of the world’s “greats and. near greats,” 
who since then have entered in great military pomp and 
show? 

Are you mind sore? That is, are you ashamed of the 
humble entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem? Would you 
follow Him through the streets of your city today if He 
were seated on a mule? Are you ashamed at having 
Him ask you to perform duties that seem so simple 
and mean? 

Unless you are a proud and boastful Christian you 
are no Christian at all—you are mind sore. 

3. Because we are pocketbook sore. Verse 8 tells 
us that “a very great multitude spread their garments 
in the way.” Others cut down branches from the trees. 
Garments cost something. Branches nothing, Which 
are you spreading in the way for Jesus? Are you liberal 
toward self and selfish toward Jesus? Pause at this 
point long enough to»check up on what you spend on 
yourself, such as candies and movies and ice cream and 
trinkets, etc., as over against what you give to the Lord. 

4. Because we are voice sore. Verse 9 says that 
“the multitude that went before, and that followed after, 
cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 
highest.” In League meetings are you voice sore? Do 
you talk while others are singing? Are you ready to 
lead a meeting when called upon? Do you pray? Do 
you speak a good word for Jesus? 

When the late King Edward of England opened the 
new dock at Cardiff, a fleet of boats were eager to pass 
by in review. After the entry of the royal yacht a couple 
of steamers, crowded with children, the inmates of var- 
ious benevolent institutions, swept in. On one of the 
steamers were many deaf-mute children, on whose be- 
half a large banner conveyed a message to His Majesty 
in the simple and eloquent words, “We cannot shout, we 
cannot sing, but we can love our gracious King.” 

5. Because we are heart sore. Some there were in 
that multitude singing Christ’s hosannas, who, later 
joined the throng and yelled out “Crucify Him!” Such 
were heart sore—disappointed in Jesus not grasping the 
opportunity of establishing Himself as their earthly 
King. In a sense He is our earthly King, if we will let 
Him rule in our hearts and dictate our actions. Prim- 
arily, however, He is our spiritual King and we'll never 
feel the full power of His majesty until we meet Him 
in His glory, Until then may we not become heart sore, 
but soar in our heart’s yearnings after a peaceful under- 
standing of His will. 
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THE FIRST EASTER 
(By Adeline Babel) 


Plans For the Meeting 


The actors should be reverent. 


Have a quartet sin he speci 
songs. q g the special 


The reader and the singers should be behind the curtain. 
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Characters and Settings 
Scene I 


Characters needed for the first scene : rir 

! are: three girls to repre- 
ee ae Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jesus, and Salome. These 
s ou be dressed in long white gowns and their heads covered with 
white cloth. See some Bible pictures of the women at the tomb. 


es woman should have something in her hand to represent sweet 
ices. 


At one end of the stage should be the open tomb. The tomb 
can be made by using any gray or dark covering over some objects. 
The opening should be large enough so boys and girls can look 
into it without bending down much. See some picture of the tomb 
or the resurrection. On both sides of the stage place some Easter 
lilies (potted or imitation ones). If potted ones are used these could 
be given to some sick person or old lady after the meeting. The 
man in Scene I ought to be robed in white. 


Scene II 


Five boys are needed for this scene, three priests and two 
soldiers. The priests should wear some kind of robes. Boys could 
dress up in soldier and scout suits or anything that will show that 
they are soldiers. The stage is same as for Scene I 


Scene III 


Two of the boys who had part in scene two can take the part 
of Peter and the other disciple. The stage setting is the same as 
scene one. 


Songs To Be Used 


“Christ Arose,’ “The Risen Christ,’ “Rejoice and Be Glad.” 


Presentation of the Pageant 


Scene I 
Scripture Reading Mark 16:1-8 
Before the reader begins or the curtains open, let 


the quartet sing softly, three verses, but not the chorus, 
of “Christ Arose.” Then let the curtains open and as 
the reader begins to read the names of the women let 
each one appear. Women move very slowly and sadly. 
Let the girls act out the women’s part as the reader 
reads. In verse six the reader can read, “And he said 
unto them.” Then the man robed in white can continue 
to talk to the women. When he has finished with verse 
seven, the women leave the stage while the reader con- 
tinues with the eighth verse, after which the curtains 
close. And the quartet continues to sing the chorus of 
“Christ Arose.” 
Scene II 


Scripture Reading, Matthew 28:11-15 
When the curtains open let the soldiers come to the 


tomb first then return to get the priests to show them 
what has happened. Let the reader read while the 
soldiers go through the motions in verse twelve. The 
soldiers and priests could show money (both silver and 
paper) but soldiers ought not to receive it until the 
reader begins with verse fifteen. After they have received 
it from the priests let the leave the stage; 
priests remain until after the curtain closes. Then let 
quartet sing “Rejoice and Be Glad.” 


Scene III 


Scripture Reading, John 20:3-10 Tes 
As the curtains open Peter and the other disciple 


enter. The other disciple enters first with Peter follow- 
ing. Let the disciple look into the tomb as in verse five. 
Then in verse six let Peter examine the linens. This all 
reminded Peter of how he had denied his Lord a few 
days ago. His heart must have been sad. In Mark 16:7 
God’s messenger wants Peter to know that Christ has 
risen from the dead. This brings hope and comfort to 
Peter’s heart. In verse seven let Peter point to the 
linens as the other disciple looks at them too. After 
verse ten is read let Peter and the other disciple leave 
the stage and then the curtains close. 

Then quartet then sings “Our Risen Ibgoreal’ hv 
time permits the leader could add a few closing remarks 
on what the “First Easter” meant to Peter, and what it 
means to all of us. 


soldiers 
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An invitation to accept our living Christ as our per- 
sonal Saviour would be in keeping with the spirit of 
the meeting. 


April 19, 1936 
AFTER CONFIRMATION 
Hebrews 12:1-13 
Advertising 


Have someone draw a picture of two boys walking toward a 
tree, the path of one boy straight; of the other, crooked. Place on 
a poster. Above write: “The same goal, but two ways of reaching 
it.” Underneath write: “Which way are you taking?” Below give 
invitation to and place and time of meeting. 


The Topic 

Preparation for conirmation, Confirmation Day and 
“after confirmation” represent three distinct and sepa- 
rate stages in the experience of youth uniting with the 
Church. 

These three stages may be likened to mountain 
climbing. First is the stiff ascent, second the thrill and 
joy of having reached the top, and third, the descent. 

Confirmation has those three stages. First is the 
long period of ascent in study and going to class to 
receive instruction; second is the blessed and joyful 
event of uniting with the Church and confessing Christ 
before men, and third is the descent—into active and liv- 
ing fellowship with Christ into the many experiences of 
life that either make or break you. 

It is with this third stage that we are concerned 
about today. Two Sundays ago we ascended with Christ 
up the steep hill into Jerusalem, and last Sunday we 
stood in the light of His great triumph over sin and 
death. Both experiences were invigorating and refresh- 
ing. But today we begin the long and tedious and dan- 
gerous climb downwards—into fifty-two weeks of our 
first year as soldiers of Christ’s army of youth. They 
will be long weeks. Many occasions will arise to cause 
Many opportunities will come to us to 
be renewed in strength and faith. Which of these two 
experiences will get the upper hand in the end? 


us to stumble. 


Did you ever climb up a mountain to its very top, 
there to pause and refresh yourself with the pure air at 
so high a level and take in the panoramic view stretched 
out in endless miles before you; then climb down again? 
On the climb up, while it was hard going at times, you’ 


didn’t mind it. You had a goal and you had the 
strength. Once on the top you forgot everything else 


in sheer possession of gaining the thing you were after. 
But, oh, That was different. All 
that you sought for was back of you. Your strength 
was giving out. It was getting dark and there was fear 
of not getting back onto the familiar road while it was 
still light. That thought alone filled your soul with 
despair. So you hurried on faster, and the greater 
haste you made the less caution you exercised, causing 
you to stumble and fall. Picking yourself up again you 
found that your ankle was sprained. You were per- 
spiring and the injured ankle was paining. You rested 
a moment and to your joy you suddenly recognized a 
path that if followed would soon lead you back to the 
main road. Then you looked up into the dusking sky 
and uttered a prayer to God for bringing you sately 
back down off the mountain. 

If you have never experienced what I have tried 
to picture to you above, youll never understand how 
like “after confirmation days” are to a mountain descent. 


that climb down! 
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How can you make the descent an ascent? By living 
“after confirmation days” with your eyes “looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of your faiths Ele as 
your guide and inspiration. By keeping your eyes on 
Him the climb, whether up or down, will keep you re- 
stored in strength to finish life’s course honorably and 
acceptably to Him. 

Remember that Jesus is first the author of your 
faith—the faith you confessed at the altar on Confirma- 
But he is more than the author—He is the 
That fact should not be lost 


tion Day. 
finisher of your faith. 
sight of. 

But unfortunately, that fact is lost sight of by many 
thousands of youth after Confirmation. Something is 
wrong when so many boys and girls lose interest in the 
Church after confirmation. I realize that the fault is 
not altogether blameable on the confirmants. Some 
churches and pastors are asleep to their responsibility in 
this matter. However, if boys and girls on uniting with 
the church would only think of and depend upon Jesus 
as the finisher of their faith there would be very few 
fall by the wayside. 

In verse 3 we are encouraged to consider Jesus as 
a “helper” because of what He has suffered for us. 
Above I described the weariness that mountain climb- 
ing causes, especially on the downward grade. “Lest 
ye be wearied and faint in your minds” while on the 
Christian climb take Jesus with you, and His strength 
will pass from Him to you. 

After confirmation many trials and temptaticns .are 
the fortunate lot of all youth. I say fortunate because 
we grow by “testing’ not by “resting.” Beware of 
despising these chastenings of the Lord, “for whom the 
Lord loveth He chasteneth.” 

In verse 13 we are enjoined upon to “make straight 
paths for our feet.” How is that done? How does one 
make a straight path from one object to another? It is 
by keeping his eye glued to the object he is moving 
toward. Let him take his eye off that object and look 
down at his feet or about him, his path will be crooked. 
So “looking unto Jesus’ makes the Christian’s path 
straight. 


Practical Thoughts 

1. Those confirmed must approve what their par- 
ents promised when you were baptized. That approv- 
ing process is by “stirring up” the gift of God which 
is in you. 

2. You may now have a good definition of faith, 
but faith—not its definition—will save you. Faith 
grows through experiences that call for the excrcise of 
faith. It is only when we have been put to a test that 
our faith increases. 

3. Faith also grows as do the muscles, when you 
are “in the harness.” By busying yourself in the King’s 
business the powers and endurance of faith become equal 
to any trial faith may be put to. 

4. Joy should fill your soul. What greater honor 
can come to any youth than that of belonging to the 
church and wearing its badge of faith and love and 
security? Your days of probation are over, so be glad 
and shout and sing. Tell others about it by exemplary 
living. 

5. By engaging in group activities within the 
church, such as the Intermediate Luther League, the 
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Sunday School, the Junior choir, the dramatic society 
and the like, you make after confirmation days filled 
with interests and impressions that will seal you to the 


Church forever. 


April 26, 1936 
WHAT IS BEING DONE BY MISSIONS? 
Acts 1:1-48 


Advertising It 


Paste on a poster a picture of a world map. Run string from 
various mission points to border of poster. Print suitable slogans 
at border ends of string, such as: ‘“‘Missions Save Souls,”’ ‘Missions 
Build Hospitals,’ ‘Inner Missions Find Homes For Children,” 
“Home Missions Erects Churches,” etc. Give a welcome and time 


of the meeting. , 
The Topic 


Introduction 

On the last Sunday in March we studied the topic, 
‘What Can I Do For Missions?’ Today we study 
‘What Is Being Done By Missions.” To the question 
we can rightfully say, “Plenty is being done by .mis- 
sions!” The Church is the biggest concern on earth. It 
isn’t just your little congregation or a group of con- 
gregations in a town or city. It’s influence is exerted 
for good everywhere. Its varied type of work is greater 
than anything done by any other organization of men 
and women, save for that of the nation. It does certain 
work that no other agency does or can do. It prob- 
ably has more persons at work than any one organi- 
zation. Once people get clear the influence, the need 
for and the importance of the Church there will be less 
criticism of it. Furthermore, there will be fewer com- 
plaints on the part of its own membership. Then the 
foolish and selfish questions as these will stop, namely: 
“What good is missions anyhow?” “Why should I give 
my money to missions, especially when there is so much 
need here at home?” “Why doesn’t the Church let the 
non-Christian alone?” 

But, you ask, why use the words Church and mis- 
sions interchangeably? Because they mean the one and 
same thing. It is the Church that supports missions, and 
it is missions that support the Church. Where there’s 
one, there’s the other. And the Church that doesn’t do 
missionary work ought to close its doors. Missions, 
therefore, do just what the Church gives them to do. 


Let the Missionaries Tell the Story 

Rey. Fred W. Heins, former missionary to Japan, 
writes: 

“Say, fellows, let’s see what’s going on up street. 
Look! Everybody’s running up there. Must be a fire 
or something. Say, mister, what’s it all about? I can’t 
Seen = * Elem says) atc icincusmanam mn Gomie 
fellows, let’s go faster.” 


And so, clatter, clatter, clatter up the stony street 
Goes the ceaseless beating of a thousand feet. 


“A circus man! Maybe, you wouldn’t think so, but 
isn’t he, after all? In a land where people are short, 
hair is black, noses are flat, and skin is yellow, who but 
a circus man would have a crown of blonde hair, large 
eyes and white skin—all fastened on a six-foot frame?” 

“One might suspect him of being one of the strange 
men from America or Europe, but he speaks Japanese, 
sings Japanese, and reads Japanese. Let’s listen. What 
is that he’s singing? “Waga shu Iesu, waga shu Iesu” 
—“My Lord Jesus, My Lord Jesus.” What does he 
mean? This must be some new religion. I wonder 
who this Jesus is?” 


on, 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


“Good! He’s going to tell us all about Him. Let’s 
listen. “God is not a terrible god with a big stick ready 
to punish us if we don’t do just right. He will punish 
us if we turn our backs on Him, but when we try to let 
Him lead us, He loves us more than our own father. 
And that is why He sent His only Son, Jesus, to save 
us.” Oh, that’s who this Jesus is!” 


“—And so the boys and girls, men and women, 
gather closely around your missionary as he tells them 
the story of Jesus in the little village of Haku.” 


(Maybe that’s how Kagawa, “the world’s greatest 
Christian”—as some one described him—frst heard 
about Jesus. Kagawa, you know, is a Japanese. At 
present he is touring America, telling tens of thousands 
of people about what Christ has done for him and what 
Christ is doing for his people and nation. Just as Japan 
is slowly hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ, so are all 
nations of the world. And they are all responding to 
that call, too. Who’s responsible for this? 
is, “Missions.” But what are missions? 
you, and you—the Church.) 


The answer 
: It’s you, and 

Miss Myrtle, our Church’s missionary to Buenos 
Aires, South America, writes this as coming from a letter 
of an Argentine boy of ten years of age: 


“My name is Fiori Marinelli. I was born in Italy, 
but my parents brought me here to Argentine when I 
was seven years old. I go to Sunday School every Sun- 
day with my little sisters. We are taught stories from 
the Bible by our teacher, who is our pastor’s wife. I 
have been coming to Sunday School for three years, and 
I am very happy to learn something about the beautiful 
Bible. I love the Church, especially when it is decorated 
with flowers. My parents, who are Italians, are mem- 
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bers of the church, and they are very happy to have us 
go to Sunday School. I know that if I live as I am 
being taught to live I shall be a worthwhile man when 
Iam big. I pray to God for His help.” 

Isn’t that something real that the Church is doing 
through missions? Who knows, but that maybe Fiori, 
like Kagawa, will someday become a Christian leader 
of his people? 

Rey. Victor McCauley, missionary to India, writes 
this tell-tale account of what is being done by missions, 
namely: 

“Sixty odd years ago the pastor of Zion Church, in 
Wilmington, Delaware, sent money to India for the 
support of a boy in the Rajahmundry boarding school, 
and a bare-foot boy by the name of J. William was as- 
signed as his protege. William finished his school 
course, became a catechist and later an ordained pastor. 
For years he was the dean of all the pastors in the mis- 
sion, and died two years ago full of years and honor. 
His son, John B. William, is now studying for his Ph.D. 
degree in Columbia University, and will soon go back as 
professor in the Andhra Christian College, the largest 
college in the whole Telugu country in India.” 

“A humble Sunday School offering. How small a 
matter! But it was sent with prayer, and how great 
has been the result!” 


Questions 

Anyone having gone to Sunday School for years as 
you have can surely tell many things that the Church 
through missions is doing. Accordingly, give thought to 
the following questions and answer them at the meeting. 

1. What is the Church doing for home missions? 

2. What is being done by inner missions? 

3. What is foreign missions doing? 


ok bh ok fk ok ok 
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For your April meetings, see the suggestions given 
in the March Review for the March Junior topics. 

The material for these meetings is given in three 
parts, (1) the worship as given in each topic, (2) the 
topic as given for each week in the Review, and (3) 
preparation for and celebration of Easter, as given in 
the Junior Topics Booklet in the Junior Program Packet, 
“Easter.” 

Have your worship period. Then follow with the 
topic on the subject for the day. Have informal dis- 
cussion, with questions and answers. 

Conclude with the material in the Topics Booklet, 
“Easter.” Arrange the material to best fit your needs, 
planning for the Easter program at the time best suited 
for your League. 


April 5, 1936 
THE REAL MEANING OF EASTER 
I. Worship 


THE CRUCIFIXION 
Matthew 27 :31-53 
(Prepared by Charles W. Fuhr) 
Hymn: ‘There Is a Green Hill Far Away” (No. 544, C.S.B.), 
sung reverently, as a solo by a Junior, as the rest of the League 
stand with bowed heads. 


Lenten prayer for Juniors recited. ( 
Story: Here Study—“The Crucifixion.” Several Juniors read 


the Bible verses indicated, as one Junior displays the picture. 


Picture Study: “The Crucifixion” 

We have another of Hoffman’s pictures today. This 
is “The Crucifixion.” The saddest and darkest day of 
all the year—Good Friday—is shown in this pictures. 

Our Bible, perhaps, tells us about it best. Let us 
look at the picture as we have read the story of that day. 

(Several Juniors read the indicated passages.) 

Matthew 27:31,32. Simon of Cyrene bears Jesus’ 
cross for Him. 

Matthew 27:33, 34. Golgotha, the place of the skull, 
outside the city, the place where the crucifixion took 
place. 

Matthew 27:35. Jesus’ garments are divided among 
the soldiers, who cast lots for them. 

Matthew 27:36, 37. A sign is placed over the cross— 
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

Matthew 27:38. Two thieves are crucified with Mim. 

Matthew 27:39-44. The passersby, the chief priests, 
and even the two thieves, mock Jesus. 

Matthew 27:45. Great darkness covers the earth from 
the sixth to the ninth hours. 

Prayer by Superintendent: That the Juniors may 
realize that through Christ’s death and His rising again 
we are saved. 
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Thoughts 

The story from His arrest in the garden and on 
through the trial (just enough to connect it with last 
aveek’s worship) should be given. 

The story of the crucifixion from the scripture les- 
son, Matthew 27:31-53, should be reviewed. 

After the arrest and trial when Jesus’ enemies were 
able to bring all sorts of false charges against Him, 
Pilate delivered Jesus to be crucified. At the hands of 
the soldiers He suffered many things. They put a cloak 
of royal purple upon Him, and running along beside 
Him, bowed down and mocked Him by calling Him 
“King.” They made a crown of reeds and thorns and 
put it on His head. They spit upon Him. 

Then He is led away by the soldiers toward the 
spot called Calvary, outside the gates of the city. Two 
others move along with Him, two thieves. Each prisoner 
staggers and bends beneath the weight of his cross. 
Christ is in the center and on either side a thief. Around 
them moves the mob of the city. 

Christ stumbles weight of 
Simon, of Cyrene, is forced to carry it for Him. When 
they come to Golgotha, the place of the skull, there at 
the third hour, they crucify Him. A group of women who 
had been faithful followers of Jesus stand at the foot 
of the cross. 

A crowd of soldiers below gather together his gar- 
ments and cast lots for them. 


under the the cross. 


Those who pass by have something to say (read 
Matthew 27:39,40). The chief priests and scribes and 
even the two thieves speak (read Matthew 27:41-44). 

From about the sixth to the ninth hour great dark- 
ness covered the earth. And at the ninth hour all was 
still as Christ with a loud voice called upon His Father. 
And then He died. And an earthquake shook the earth, 
and the veil of the temple was torn in two. Many 
strange things happened. 

The journey is ended. He has reached the cross 
and made the supreme sacrifice. The tomb holds Him. 

All candles on the cross are now lighted and hymn 
sung again. (See the March topics in this series for the 
first Lenten worship topics.) 


On Oh hk 


2. The Topic 


THE REAL MEANING OF EASTER 
John 10:10b 
(Prepared by Rev. A. J. Traver, D.D.) 


(Talk over the topic informally with the Juniors, and have dis- 
cussion and questions.) 


Easter is the greatest day in the whole year. If 
there were no Easter there would be no Church, no 
Gospel. In nature, it is a time when that which seems 
to be dead, is found to be alive. 

It is spring time. The grass that was so dead dur- 
ing the winter comes up green again. The trees that 
were bare of leaves put out new green leaves. Seeds 
are sprouting under the warm sunshine. Everywhere 
there is new life. Even new hats and suits and dresses 
in bright colors tell that it is spring, 

Many who keep Easter do not have any better rea- 
son than this new life in nature. The Christian is happy 
on Easter and thinks Easter the greatest day in the year 
because Jesus arose from the dead on that day. His 
followers placed Him in the tomb of Joseph, and were 
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sure that He was dead. The soldiers were sure He was 
dead. They even sealed the tomb and set a watch to 
see that no one would break in and steal the body. But 
Jesus could not be held in the tomb. On the third day 
He came out of the tomb alive. 

So Easter means that Jesus must have been the 
Son of God with a life that could not be taken from 
Him. It means that because Jesus arose from the dead, 
our loved ones who have believed in Him will also live 
again in heaven. It should make us happy to know that 
Jesus was what He said He was, and was Master of 
death. It should also make us happy to know that His 
mastery of death also makes it possible for us to look 
forward one day to seeing our dead loved ones. His 
victory is our victory. 


- ok fk 

3. Easter 
Use the material in the Topics Booklet. The four meetings 
likely followed in March. At this meeting it likely will be 


were : 
desired to complete preparation for an Easter meeting next meeting. 
Use the suggestions given in Topics Booklet. 


April 12, 1936, 
CHRIST AND HIS RESURRECTION (Easter) 
_ 1. Worship 
EASTER DAWN 


Matthew 28:1-8 
(Prepared by Charles W. Fuhr) 


Preparation: Make special Easter posters to advertise the meet- 
ing. Cards in yellow, lavender or green, with an Easter picture in 
center, decorated with flowers, cut from crepe paper, and with the 
Easter message, ‘‘He Is Risen” at the top, and notice of meeting 
at bottom, should be put up several places about the church. 

Invitations also may be sent. Small crosses cut from the same 
light colored cardboard, and decorated with a few flowers, the 
message and time of meeting on the back, can be sent. Get some of 
the Juniors to meet the week before and make these. 

If possible have Easter plants surrounding the cross for this 
meeting. 

Worship—Hymn: “I Know That My Redeemer Liveth”’ sung 
by four Junior girls as piano is played joyously. 

Story—Picture Study: “Holy Women At the Tomb,” given by 
one Junior as another displays a large picture 


Picture Study: “Holy Women At the Tomb” 

Easter has always been the great day of the church 
year. The sorrows of Jesus’ death are forgotten as we 
think of the risen Christ. 

The painter of this picture, Alex Ender, came from 
the far north, Norway. It is from an altar piece in the 
little wooden church in Molde, a fishing village in Nor- 
way, up near the Arctic Circle, that thi§ picture is taken. 
The painting itself glows with color. The vivid gar- 
ments of the women and the dark background of the 
cave serve to bring out in striking relief the white clad 
angel with glorious golden hair. The artist has made 
the figures in the picture look like the people of his 
own land. 

The women, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and Salome, are sorrowing together, when sud- 
denly they enter the tomb to find Jesus gone, and the 
angel vision there. Salome, in the entrance, has not yet 
seen the angel, but the faces of the others express 
amazement and wonder. Mary Magdalene starts back 
half afraid, putting her hand to her throat as if to make 
sure that she is not dreaming. Jesus’ mother beside 
her, though fearfully grasping her hand, bends forward 
to hear every word of the message, “He is not here, for 
He is risen.” 

No wonder a Norwegian artist chose to paint the 
story of the resurrection. After the long, dark winter 
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of the northland, the spring is especially welcome, and 
the happy Easter season brings a double message of 
joy—From “Famous Hymns With Pic- 
tures” by Elizabeth Hubbard Bonsall. 

Prayer by Superintendent: Thanks for the great 
resurrection story, prayer that the Juniors may learn 
the meaning of the Easter story and that they may learn 
how life overcomes death. 


Stories and 


Thoughts 
(Note—The cross should be draped in black, but the 
wire holders should be removed, so as to aliow the 


drapery to be removed easily. 
the story of Matthew 27:60, 61.) 

The high priests and the Pharisees were not satis- 
fied even after Jesus was dead. They came to Pilate and 
said, “While this man was still alive He said, three days 
after I will arise from the dead. We are afraid that His 
disciples will come and steal his body and then say that 
He has risen. That would be worse than even the false 
teachings which He preached. So command that the 
tomb be made fast so that none can get into it.’ So 
Pilate said, “You have soldiers and guards, go your way, 
make the tomb just as tight as you can.” And they 
went and set a soldier guard before the tomb, and rolling 
a stone in the opening of the tomb they sealed it, so that 
they would be sure none could enter. 

Follow with the story of the scripture lesson of 
the topic—Matthew 28:1-8. 

Our Bible tells us that Mary Magdalene and Mary 
came to the tomb very early in the morning with spices 
to anoint the body of Jesus. This was a custom in 
those days. After Jesus had died on the cross, they had 
not had the chance to perform this service of love, and 
so they decided that as soon as their Sabbath was 
passed they would hasten to the tomb with the spices. 

They came to the tomb in sorrow, expecting to find 
only a dead body. Doubtless they were wondering who 
would roll away the stone for them. 

“Fear not ye’—As they went along there was a 
great earthquake, and when they reached the tomb they 
found an angel with shining face, dressed in a long white 
garment. And the stone was rolled away. And the 
words of the angel cheered them, for he said, “Fear not.” 

“Ye seek Jesus, which is crucified’—The sorrow of 
these women had been great. They had seen Jesus 
crucified. They came here early Easter morning with 
no other thought but to put the sweet spices about His 
body, and perhaps weep as they stood by. And so 
they were surprised and frightened to find this angel. 

“He is risen” —What a wonderful message the angel 
gives them. No wonder they are frightened. Can it 
really be true? Is their dear Lord whom they thought 
dead, alive again? And if so, where is He? Where 
shall they find Him? We can imagine such thoughts 
running through their minds in their excitement and 
wonder. And the angel answers them, “He is not here, 
come see the place where the Lord lay.” And the angel 
points to the empty tomb, proving indeed that Jesus is 
not there. And how eagerly and earnestly he gives them 
the message. He wants them to understand. The Savi- 
our is alive! He came out of the tomb, and won a great 
victory over the grave and death. 

“And Go—Tell”—This wonderful message was not 
for them alone. They were to go quickly and tell His 


Talk should begin with 
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disciples that He was alive. 


And the message is for all 
people. 


We, too, are not to keep it to ourselves. We 
must take the message of Jesus alive and ready to save 
us to all people. ; 
Have the scripture story read at this point by a 
Junior. At verse 2 there should be a pause and the 
drapery removed from the cross, revealing it in all its 
brightness. 

Stress the thought that though Jesus died and was 
buried, death could not hold Him. 


He conquered death 
and rose from the dead. 


The journey is ended. 

The cross is no longer an ugly black thing, but the 
emblem of brightness and life. 

Again the hymn (but with a new spirit): “In the 
Cross of Christ I Glory.” 


OH ok ob 


2. The Topic 
CHRIST AND HIS RESURRECTION (Easter) 


Matthew 28 :1-8 
(Prepared by Rev. A. J. Traver, D.D.) 
Resurrection means rising up again. Easter is the 
day when we think joyfully that Jesus Christ rose up 
again from the grave where they had laid Him after He 
had been crucified. 

Everyone was greatly surprised when Jesus came to 
live again. His friends thought sadly that Good Friday 
marked the end of Jesus and His Kingdom. Many of 
them ran away, fearing that the same men who killed 
Jesus might kill them. 

The enemies thought gladly that this was an end to 
the one they hated. They thought Jesus was a deceiver 
and now they thought He would deceive no more. 

But they remembered something that Jesus’ friends 
seem to have forgotten. Jesus has said that He would 
be put to death, and that on the third day He would 
arise again. The enemies of Jesus thought it would be 
safe to have a guard of soldiers placed at the door of 
the tomb and a government seal stamped on the door. 
They thought some friends of Jesus might steal away 
the body and say that He had risen from the dead. 

Both His friends and His enemies were surprised 
when He did keep His word and came out of that tomb 
alive. Then His friends were happy. They said, “He 
has kept His word.” He has the power to defeat death. 
If He can do this, He must be what He said He was, 
the Son of God. So all His followers came together 
again and eleven different times He showed Himself 
to them. They became so sure He had risen that most 
of them died martyr deaths for love of Him. 

It is because Easter has this meaning that the Chris- 
tian Church makes so much of the day. If the Easter 
story is true, all the rest of what He said must be true. 
If Christ is risen, then I know I will live forever with 
Him. 

3. Easter 


Use material in the Topics Booklet—complete same—teaching 
or having a special program. 


April 19, 1936 
THE ASCENSION DAY STORY 
Acts 1-29-11 
(By Rev. A. J. Traver, D.D.) 
To ascend means to go up. It marks the day when 
Jesus finally went back into heaven after showing Him- 
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self on ten previous occasions to the disciples. Of 
course Jesus is always in the world, is everywhere, but 
so far as He could be seen with the eye, He left the 
earth that day. 

The eleven apostles met Jesus on a mountain in 
Galilee where He had told them to come. There He 
gave them a great command, “Go into all the world and 
It is because of this command that 


He also 


preach the gospel.” 
missionaries go to every part of the world. 
promised that He would be with them, not in the body 
that they could see, but in spirit. 

Some of them were still a little doubtful about Him, 
so He took time to teach them once more from their 
Bible that all that had happened to Him should have 
been expected. Then He told them to wait together in 
Jerusalem and He would send the Holy Spirit upon 
them. 

A wonderful thing happened then. Those friends 
of Jesus would never forget that mountain top experi- 
ence. Their Lord raised His hands in a final blessing 
and before their very eyes seemed to float up into the 
sky, until a cloud shut Him from their sight. 

While they still looked up into the cloud, two angels 
appeared who said, ‘“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
looking into heaven? This Jesus who was received up 
from you into heaven shall so come in like manner.” 
Following the command of the angels they went to Jeru- 
salem, and daily met in an upper room, praying and 
talking with each other. 

Ascension day is a great day, for it marks the last 
great scene in the life of Jesus among men. ‘This day 
should be kept more widely. Every Christian should go 
to church on Ascension day. 


April 26, 1936 


INDIA 
_India—-A series of ‘visits’ to our mission work there—by 
Julia Coleman McNeill. Price, 15 cents. 


Picture Map of India, to be colored and decorated with cut- 
outs, price, 50 cents. 


_ Salaam—The story of our 
price, 15 cents. 

Picture-stories, size 6 by 9 inches. 
on the back. Three in a set, 10 cents. 
cents for the set. 

Preparation: Order the materials, read through the entire series 
of programs amd stories, choose the parts to be especially empha- 
sized with your group in its six sessions. Provide materials for 
handwork. Assemble pictures, objects, maps, for display. 


Session I. We Visit India 


Pre-Session: Let the Juniors look at the display of pictures, 
stamps, map, books, and anything that has been arranged to attract 
their interest in India. Teach new worship features to be used in 
program. 

Quiet Music to call the Juniors together for the opening hymn. 

Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” or ‘The World, 
Dear Lord, Is Very Large.”’ 

Psalm 67—Introduced by leader, saying: This is a prayer for 
the enlargement of God’s kingdom. We are torchbearers and lamp- 
lighters for Christ and I believe we all want to learn this happy 
psalm, don’t we? First, listen while John amd I read it responsive- 
ly. I will read the first half of each verse, and John will read the 
second half. Then, we will read it again, and you may alli join with 
John in reading. (Psalm read responsively.) 


Leader: Did you notice the fourth verse, “Let the nations be 
glad’? Do you think any nation can be truly glad unless its 
people have Christ as their highest Ruler? Let us join in a prayer 
for happiness of friends far away. (This prayer may have been 
printed on the blackboard, or may have been taught in pre-session 
period.) 

Prayer: 

Dear Father, Thou hast given 

So much happiness to me; 

Teach me, I pray, to share my gifts 
With friends across the sea. 


Church in India told in pictures, 


Pictures, with reading matter 
li ordered with “Salaam” 5 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Hymn: “Jesus Loves the Little Children.” 

Leader: We have just asked our Heavenly Father to show us 
how to share the gifts we have with friends across the sea. How 
would you like to visit one of those lands across the sea? Almost 
everyone likes to travel, and it is fun to make believe we are 
traveling. Let’s make believe we are going to India. When we 
make believe, we can travel any way we choose, by airplane or by 
steamship. If we went by airplane, what would we see? (Have map 
displayed where all can look at it and draw out by questions and 
reference to the pictures already seen the grandeur of the Himalayas, 
the large cities, the Taj Mahal, and other things they would see 
in India.) f we were going to India with one of our mission- 
aries, we would travel by steamship. (Point out on map the route 
usually taken, arriving by way of Ceylon, after coming from the 
west.) Suppose we make up a story about a girl and boy whose 
mother and father are missionaries in India. Let’s call the girl 
Ruth and the boy Joel. They have had a nice time in America, 
but they are glad they are going back to see their many friends in 
India again. (See booklet of programs, Session I for story of what 
happened on the trip and after they arrived in India.) 

Conversation: About the various types of children they have 
seen, the homes they live in, the meals they eat. Ask leading 
questions about how we can help our friends in India: by prayer, 
by gifts of money or other gifts. Accept the challenge of the third 
little girl in the dialogue, and begin making plans for a Bible 
story book. 

For Next Time: Ask the children to bring pictures or anything 
they can find about India. 

Closing Worship 

Offering With Prayer: 

Some friends in India we’ve met, 
For them our offering take; 

May it bring light and love to them, 
We ask for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Hymn: “All the Children of the World.” 

Activities: Mounting pictures, coloring picture map. Invita- 
tion cards may be made to give to other children who have not come 
to this first session. An elephant may be cut from gray paper amd 
lettered in green or red; a miniature map of India may be cut out 
of a white card, and lettered in red. 

(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade Department, 
Women’s Missionary Society) 
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“‘Our Latch-string Is On The Outside’’ 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN “The Friendly Church’ 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Streets 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘Always Filled With Youth’’ 


SERVICES 
10:00 A. M. 11:00 A. M. 
PUGS BES IMG 4230) PMs 


Hundreds Fill the Auditorium 
Every Thursday Night, 7:45 
BROADCASTS—WDAS 


Dr. Ross Stover 
Every Sunday Morning at 11:00 A. M. 
ee ee 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, 
scientific and philosophical courses. -New equipment. New 
science building and library. The College with a representa- 
tive Lutheran chapel. 

An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. 


Send for catalogue and write for information to 
Harry A. Benfer ERT ime BH) vere at os (Registrar 


John A. W. Haas, D.D., LL.D. - - - - President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


Muhlenberg Building, 1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 


a a 
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NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


“A Good College for Men and Women” 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


In the heart of ‘‘The Iodine Center of the Nation” 


Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.S. degrees. 


Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
well-balanced program of student activities, healthful climate. 


Very Moderate Expense 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 


the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees Pre-Professional Courses 
Superior Standards 


Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Unusual Comopolitanism 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 
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Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 
Sustaining Membership Fund 
for the year 1936 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Austin W. Howard, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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Just in Time For EASTER 


ROSS ATH LUTHER LEAGUE EMBLEM 


BIBLE Book MARK 


This Book Mark is very nice to 
give to each person attending 
your Easter Sunrise Service or 
some other special Easter service. 


This Book Mark is very nice to 
place in Easter Flowers for sick 
and shut-in folks. Name of church 
can be written on reverse side. 


A Splendid 


Souvenir 


A Timely 
Easter Gift 


Special Easter Price 


“oa 100, 


Cash MUST Accompany Order 
(No less than 100 sold) 


Stock Used Is a Beautiful 
High-grade Embossed 
White Cardboard 


Sample Cheerfully Sent on 
Receipt of a 3 cent Stamp 
to Cover Postage 


Illustration Shows Actual Size and Embossed Design of Stock 
The Embossed Design Is Not Colored—lt Is Plain White 


; For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) we will 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church print your CHURCH OR YOUR LEAGUE’S 
NAME on reverse side, any quantity up to 200. 
Additional hundreds, 20 cents per hundred. 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


The LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA 


